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Asian Humanities
HUM 2410 - CRN 23880
Professor William Colachicco

Professor: William Colachicco Email: WColachicco@valenciacollege.edu
Office: (contact via email for meetings) Office Hours: (By Appointment)
TEXTS:

Buddhism Plain and Simple, Steve Hagen.
Published by Broadway Books; Reprint edition (December 29, 1998)
ISBN-10: 0767903323 ISBN-13: 978-0767903325

(eBook version can be found free on the Valencia library website.)

The Japanese Mind: Understanding Contemporary Japanese Culture,
Roger J. Davies and Osamu Ikeno.

Published by Tuttle Publishing; 1st edition (March 15, 2002)
ISBN-10: 0804832951 ISBN-13: 978-0804832953

(eBook version can be found free on the Valencia library website.)

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Examines dominant ideas, cultures, religions and arts of South
and East Asia as expressed in philosophy, literature, art, architecture, and music. Focus on
India, S.E. Asia, China, and Japan; covers period from earliest civilization until present.

PREREQUISITE: Satisfactory completion of ENC 1101 (Freshman Comp I). ANY student
found to lack this prerequisite may be withdrawn from the course without credit or tuition
refund if after drop/add period.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: To provide opportunities for student growth in these competencies:

e (larify personal values and goals in relation to cultural values.

e Recognize the value of aesthetics and learn to make aesthetic judgments.

e Demonstrate college level writing.

e Demonstrate verbal communication skills

e Articulate a clear understanding of the cultures of India, China and Japan.

e Appreciate the diverse achievements and traditions of non-Western cultures.
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*#*x* COURSE PROCEDURES **** : This online course consists of modules about
different regions of Asia. These modules consist of documentaries and films, with
corresponding quizzes and write-ups about them. There are also two papers,
written about the two course books. It is mandatory for students to complete
both of the papers, because this is a Gordon Rule Course. You must also complete
all of the Modules. All of the work for this course will be done through
Canvas, so log-in and work on Canvas several times a week. You will also
be reading from the books several times a week. This course will require
several hours of work per week. You cannot complete all the work in the
first few weeks, but you can certainly be done well before the end of the
semester, if you apply yourself diligently. There is no timed-release of
any of the material (Modules, Paper submissions, etc.), it is all available
to you from the beginning, but there are various deadlines for
assignments, listed in the modules. You can (and should) work ahead,
BUT YOU CAN NOT GO BACK ONCE AN ASSIGNMENT DEADLINE IS PAST.
NO EXCEPTIONS. Consequently, you will need to manage your own time
and be diligent in completing the work.

All of the assignments for this online course are in the Canvas modules.
They are generally in the chronological order of their due dates, from
top to bottom.

Module and Paper deadlines can NOT be made up. They are set in stone.
Only in the most extreme unpredictable life-or-death situations will exceptions
be made. Any late paper submissions will receive automatic max. half credit.

Gordon Rule Requirements: This course requires the student to write multiple
college level writing assignments. Completion with a final grade of “C” or better will
partially satisfy the requirements of State Board of Education Rule 6A-10.30.

Failure to complete ANY PORTION of the Gordon Rule Requirement will incur a grade
of “D” or lower, no matter the student’s previous average.

You must complete both papers in order to pass this
course. If you do not complete one or more of the
papers, you will receive a non-passing grade.

(Late submissions receive automatic half credit maximum. )
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Course Components:

Modules:

There will be Canvas modules for each section of the class (India, China, and Japan).
Mostly, these modules consist of videos for you to watch and quizzes to take based on the
videos. Some require write-ups on the videos.

2 Guided Research/Reflection Papers:

Students will write two guided reflection/research papers primarily about the course
books. There are separate documents under the Papers section with instructions for these
reflection papers.

o The first paper is 7 pages minimum, based on the book Buddhism: Plain and Simple
o The second is 4 pages min., on the book The Japanese Mind

GRADING:

Grades in the course are determined in the Canvas gradebook.

Breakdown of Approximate Total Point Vales

India Modules --- /60
China Module --- /70
Japan Modules --- /60

Buddhism Paper --- /150
World Views Paper --- / 100

FINAL GRADE --- /400+

Final Course Grades: Individual grades and final course grades are not “curved”; Although, several “extra
credit” opportunities will be given. The final grade each student receives is the sum of grades that are earned
on the modules and the papers:

Communication: If you have a question about the course, check the syllabus and modules
to see if it is answered there. If not, you can email or message the professor with your
question. If you have a private matter to discuss with the professor, email the professor
through E-Mail or through Canvas.
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WITHDRAWAL: If you wish to withdrawal, you must do so before the withdrawal
deadline. Students may not withdraw after this date. If a student does not complete both
papers and the majority of the course modules, the professor reserves the right to give an ‘F’
or ‘W’ for a final grade.

STUDENT CONDUCT: Valencia College is dedicated to the advancement of knowledge and learning as well
as the development of responsible personal and social conduct. By enrolling at Valencia College, a student
assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct. For further
detail, refer to the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook.

Behavior:

Valencia College is dedicated to promoting honorable personal and social conduct. By enrolling at Valencia, a
student assumes the responsibility for knowing and abiding by the rules articulated in the Student Code of
Conduct (6Hx28:10-03). The instructor reserves the right to refer students who engage in activities that are
disruptive to the learning environment to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action. The following list,
though not exhaustive, includes things which are disruptive to the learning environment:

In addition, Valencia College strives to provide a drug-free learning environment for all those involved in the
academic experience. Our policy is as follows:

Policy: In compliance with the provisions of the Federal Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act of 1989, Valencia
College will take such steps as are necessary in order to adopt and implement a program to prevent the unlawful
possession, use, or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol by Valencia College students or employees on college
premises or as part of any college activity.

ACADEMIC HONESTY: All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia

College. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false
information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, and misuse of
identification with intent to defraud or deceive. Any student determined by the professor to have been guilty
of engaging in an act of academic dishonesty shall be subject to a range of academic penalties as determined
by the professor. These penalties may include, but not be limited to, one or more of the following: loss of
credit for an assignment, examination, or project; reduction in the course grade; or a grade of "F" in the
course. For further detail, refer to the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook.

* This syllabus may be altered at the instructor's discretion, during the course of the semester.
Students are responsible for informing themselves of changes announced in class.

NOTE TO STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: Please schedule a conference with the instructor so that we can
arrange assignments or testing to assure your best chance to succeed in this course.

Student Assistance Program: Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students
have a rewarding and successful college experience. To that purpose, Valencia students can get
FREE and immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment
difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with
school, home or work. BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services
are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free
face-to-face counseling is also available.
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HUM 2410 Asian Humanities — Professor William Colachicco — Online Schedule — Spring 2021

Week 1 — Course Introduction, Geography, Indian History
- Start on India Module 1 - (First half Due Jan 24")

- Obtain the course books

Week 2 — Foundations of Indian Culture + History
India Module 1 - (First half Due Jan 24™)

Read the first 2 chapters in Buddhism: Plain and Simple (take notes)

Week 3 — Indian Culture + History
- India Module 1 - (Second half Due Jan 27)

- Read next 2 chapters in Buddhism: Plain and Simple (take notes)

Week 4 — Indian Religions - Baghavad Gita, Ramayana
- India Module 2 - (Due Feb 7™)

- Read next 2 chapters in Buddhism: Plain and Simple (take notes)

Week 5 — Indian Buddhism, Intro to China
- Start China Module (First part due Feb 14™)

- Read next 2 chapters in Buddhism: Plain and Simple (take notes)

Week 6 — Indian Buddhism, Intro to China
- China Module — (Second part due Feb 21%)

- Read next 2 chapters in Buddhism: Plain and Simple (take notes)

Week 7 — Chinese History + Culture
- China Module — (Third part due Feb 28

Week 8 — Chinese Culture, Literature, Poetry, Art + Architecture, Buddhism
- FINISH reading Buddhism: Plain and Simple

Week 9 — ** ** (Spring Break) ** **



Week 10 — Intro to Japan, History, Culture
- FINISH reading Buddhism: Plain and Simple

- Buddhism Paper Due March 28"

Week 11 — Japanese Literature, Poetry, Art + Architecture
- Finish Buddhism Paper

- Buddhism Paper Due March 28"
- Start Japan Module 1 — (Due April 4™))

Week 12- Japanese Traditions
- Read the Japanese Mind Book, take notes

- Japan Module 1 — (Due April 4%)

Week 13 — Modern Japanese Culture
- Read the Japanese Mind Book, take notes

- Japan Module 2 — (Due April 11%)

Week 14 — Modern Japanese Culture

- Read the Japanese Mind Book, take notes, finish rough draft.

- Japanese Mind Paper Due April 28"

Week 15 — Pan-Asian Cultures + Wrap-up
- Japanese Mind Paper Due April 28"

- Optional Extra Credit Assignments

Week 16 — (Finals Week) — online course reflection exercise
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*This schedule is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. The class will be notified of any

changes.



