
Freshman Composition II
ENC 1102
MW  11:30 – 1:20
Building 4-202
Spring 2014

Instructor:  Anna Sezonenko
Email: asezonenko@valenciacollege.edu 

Office Hours:  only by appointment

Thursday, April 24 :  FINAL EXAM at 12:30

SUMMARY OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS

• Have no more than 3 absences.  (Students may be withdrawn after their 4th absence.)
• Complete assigned course work with a “C” or better.
• Complete an original, documented research paper.
• Upload the final draft into Blackboard as directed by instructor.

Course Description
Prerequisite: ENC1101 or 1101H with minimum grade of C.  
This 3-credit hour course is designed to provide instruction and practice in expository writing.  The 
emphasis is style; use of library; reading and evaluating available sources; planning, writing, and 
documenting short research paper.  This is a Gordon Rule course in which the student is required to 
demonstrate college-level writing skills through multiple assignments.  Minimum grade of C is 
required if ENC 1102 is used to satisfy Gordon Rule and general education requirements. 

Major Topics/ Concepts/ Skills/ Issues
Writing as Process 
Structure and Elements of an Essay 
Research and Documentation 
Grammar Usage and Application 
Critical Reading:  Theories

Required Books
TO BRING TO CLASS EVERY TIME:
Kirszner, Laurie G., and Stephen R Mandell.  Portable Literature.  7th ed. (or newer).  Boston:  
Wadsworth, 2010.  Print. ($62 retail.  Check Amazon, Half and tell others if you find a better price.)



Bullock, Richard, and Francine Weinberg.  The Little Seagull Handbook. 1st ed. (or newer). New York: 
W. W. Norton, 2011.  Print.  ($10 retail.)

Required Materials
A couple of blue or black ballpoint pens
White 8 Ѕ by 11-inch paper for in-class assignments (I do not require Blue Books.)
A pencil and a highlighter for marginal notes in your textbooks

Methods of Assessment
• in-class essays 30% of the final grade (10% each)
• in-class participation 11% of the final grade (0.5% each class period)
• attendance 14% of the final grade(0.5% each class period)
• in-class writing exercises 5% of the final grade (up to 0.5% for each of your best 10)
• out-of-class essay 40% of the final grade (all steps combined, see details below)

FINAL EXAM is counted as one of the in-class essays:  it will be exactly the same, counting for 
10% like the other 2.

Grades
90 – 100% = A
80 – 89% = B
70 – 79% = C
60 – 69% = D
Below 60% = F

Your Final grades will be viewable in Atlas the Monday after the Final Exam.

In-Class Essays

Three in-class essays will be assigned during the semester.  The third one is the final exam.  The topics 
will relate to the readings from Portable Literature.  If you miss the class period, in-class assignments
cannot be made up.  But, on the day of the final exam, you can make up for the ones you missed as you
are given 2.5 hours instead of 1 hour and 15 minutes.

In your in-class handwritten assignments, please, show me your best, most legible, most 
“standard English” writing.  Hard-to-read essays will be graded according to my powers of 
vision.  Note that I tend to assume that if I cannot read a word, there must be something wrong 



with it, most possibly a misspelling.  For the purposes of this course, my not being able to read 
your handwriting will be considered your shortcoming.

You are allowed to use Portable Literature and your handwritten lecture notes.  No other 
materials and no phones are allowed during in-class essays.  Keep this in mind and take a lot of 
notes during class.

Out-of-Class Essay
The goal of this course is for you to write a documented research paper.  The paper proceeds in a 
careful process and seeks to answer a question.  Ideas for possible topics for your papers can be found 
under “Reading and Reacting questions” and under “Writing Suggestions,” which follow most 
literary works in Portable Literature.

Requirements:

• 1200-1500 words of actual text (about five pages), not counting the Works Cited page

• Six sources minimum, out of which at least one must be a scholarly book that can be found at 
Valencia library in print

• Correct and complete MLA style documentation 

Required Steps:  40% total

Proposal (min. 3 sentences;  max. 1 page) – 1% of the final grade

Works cited (min. 6 entries), MLA style – 3% of the final grade

Topic Outline (about 1 page) – 1% of the final grade

Intro, or First page of your paper (min. 5 sentences;  max. 1 page) – 1% of the final 
grade

Rough Draft – 4% of the final grade

Final Draft – 30% of the final grade

I am offering you the option of sending me a copy of all your Out-of-Class assignments by e-mail 
before bringing a hard copy to class.  You must submit a hard copy in order to receive a grade.  
However, I will use the time stamp on the email to determine whether your work has arrived on time.  
This way, I count it as submitted on time even if you don't make it to class that day, or if your computer
crashes after you have finished your paper or if your printer breaks right when you were printing your 
paper.  I know it always happens at the wrongest possible moment.  To prevent any of this happening, I 
recommend backing up all your work often either by storing it on a USB or by sending it to yourself by
e-mail.  I will not accept any "technological" excuses for not submitting your work on time in either 



form.  If something does happen to your computer or printer,  it is your responsibility to complete your 
work at one of Valencia's computer labs and have it done by the time the assignment is due.

Late assignments will be marked down 0.5% of the final grade for each day they are late.  Note that it 
is always better to submit your work on time rather than waiting for extra inspiration.  If you could not 
do it at all before it was due, send it to me by e-mail as soon as you are done.  Don't wait for the next 
class meeting.  You might want to consider submitting your work in an "imperfect state" or shorter than
you would want it to be - but on time.

Everything submitted throughout the semester must be saved by students and submitted along with the 
final draft, all stapled together.

Format
staple if more than one page
print on one side only
use 12-point Times New Roman font
double-space
no extra space between paragraphs (unless specified in the assignment)
one-inch margin on all four sides
in the top left corner of the first page of every work, write the following:

Your Name
Professor Sezonenko
ENC 1102
Date that assignment is to be submitted

Attendance and “NO SHOW” STATUS

Class attendance is required beginning with the first class meeting.
If you are withdrawn as a “no show,” you will be financially responsible for the class and a “W” will 
appear on your transcript for the course.

According to college policy, failure to show up for the final exam will result in failing the course.

I expect everyone to attend all classes. After three absences, you will be considered for withdrawal.  
After four, you are to be withdrawn.  If you cannot help missing class, remember that, if any 
assignment is due on that day, it is your responsibility to submit it electronically before class.  This 
way, I will only count you as absent but will consider your work as submitted on time even though I 
don't receive it on paper.  To receive a grade for it, I still expect you to bring a hard copy of your work 
the next time we meet.

Please note that you are 100% responsible for the information, handouts, and assignments you miss 
when you neglect to attend class.  I recommend exchanging email addresses with at least one of your 
classmates, so that both of you can inform each other of what has been covered in class in the event 
one of you is absent.



Withdrawals 

Remember, faculty cannot withdraw students during the Drop/Refund period (first week of classes).  If 
you do not plan to stay in the class, drop the class through Atlas before the end of the week. If you wait 
until the withdrawal “No Show” period to begin, you won’t get a refund.

If you decide to drop this course for any reason, you must initiate the process.  The student who 
withdraws or is withdrawn by the professor for excessive absences or other reasons will get a grade of 
W.  W will not be counted in the grade point average.

Please be aware that students on scholarship who withdraw or are withdrawn from a class must pay 
the college for the cost of the class (because the college must refund that cost to the State). 

Mid-Term Warning

If you are making a grade lower than C at or about mid-term, you will be notified by your professor. 
Your not receiving a “below C notice” at mid-term does not guarantee that you will pass the course.

Expected Student Conduct

Valencia College is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and
learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.
By enrolling at Valencia College, a student assumes the responsibility for
becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct. The primary
responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty. Students who
engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed
by the faculty to leave the class. Violation of any classroom or Valencia’s rules may lead to
disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from Valencia. Disciplinary action could
include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion,
or other appropriate and authorized actions. You will find the Student Code of Conduct in
the current Valencia Student Handbook.

The decision to take this course is yours. Once you make that commitment, you have responsibilities to
everyone else in the room.  Any behavior that disrupts the learning of the class will result in a student's 
immediate withdrawal. 
Interrupting class after it has begun is disrespectful to both the professor and the other students. So I 
expect everyone to arrive to class on time and stay until the end.  To discourage tardiness, each late 
entrance or early departure of more than 5 minutes will be marked as half an absence, starting next 
time.  Please, plan accordingly.
Take care of bathroom visits, eating, and phone calls before class or after, not during it. When you enter
the classroom, turn off and put away and out of sight all electronic devices, including laptop 
computers.  During in-class essays, students may not leave the room.

Questions and Issues



The best way to contact me and have your questions answered is by email.  I promise to answer them 
as soon as possible, usually in less than 24 hours.  Please, send me all your questions or concerns using 
your Atlas account.  You are required to have one to receive important communications from all your 
instructors.  The Valencia server screens all Atlas correspondence for viruses and inappropriate 
material, so all messages sent from other accounts are automatically classified as "junk."   Using your 
Atlas account for all of your correspondence ensures my receiving everything promptly.  
Messages should always include your full name, your class and class time (because I teach several 
sections).  Please, include "1102 at 11:30 (or 1pm or 2:30)" on the "Subject" line.

I welcome any questions about specific assignments.  However, questions such as “What did we cover 
in class?” will not result in a response.  Questions about your grades will not be answered by email due to
FERPA (privacy rights).  Emails with specific questions will be answered as soon as possible, usually 
within 24 hours, except during weekends.  Please, save a copy of your email in your "sent" folder in 
case the message is not delivered for some reason (server may get busy at times).  Then, you will be 
able to re-send me the same message after 24 hours, if you don't get an answer.

Academic Honesty

An instance of academic dishonesty—any kind of cheating or fraud—will result in a zero for the 
assignment and/or no credit for attendance on the day(s) the dishonesty occurred.
The biggest concern in a composition class is plagiarism.  The American Heritage College Dictionary 
defines plagiarism this way:  "To use and pass off as one's own the ideas or writings of another."  To 
avoid this serious academic offense, document any direct quotations or ideas that you find and use in 
your papers.  Visit the Library website for information on what and how to document: 
http://www.valenciacc.edu/library/west/research/documentation.asp

Make note of these two important policies concerning academic honesty:

First, you must submit original papers for ENC 1102, not essays submitted in any other course during 
any other semester, not even a previous attempt at ENC 1102.  Turning in the same essay for two 
different courses is considered self-plagiarism and will result in an F for this course.  

Second, copying and pasting from Internet sources without providing correct documentation is not 
college-level work. The first instance—even if it is a single sentence—will result in a grade of zero for 
the assignment.  The second instance will result in your immediate withdrawal from the course.
Valencia College subscribes to SafeAssign.  This website allows students to upload their writing so that
the software can compare the papers to every available electronic resource in the world, looking for 
parts that match.  Any assignment that you submit is subject to analysis at SafeAssign but only the final
research paper MUST be uploaded by students.

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a
notification from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific



needs with the instructor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office
for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate
documentation of disabilities.

Final Exam

The final exam must be taken on the date published for final exams.  
It is college policy that makeup exams are given for jury duty, hospital stay, and military service.  
Other than those documented emergencies, this class does not offer extra credit or rewrites for 

assignments that received bad scores or that have been missed.  
To earn the highest possible score, read all of the assigned readings, email me with questions prior 

to submission, and proofread carefully for sentence errors.  
Before you press "Send" for assignments to be emailed, confirm that you have attached the right 

file. 

Additional Resources 

The Library [Building 6]. Books, magazines and newspapers are available. You have 
full Internet access from the computers on the first and second floors. 

The Computer Lab [6-101]. As a Valencia student, you may use the computer lab to 
write your papers for Valencia classes. The staff recommends that you use a USB Flash 
Drive. 

The Writing Center [5-155].  Call 407-582-5454 to schedule an appointment.  Each 
appointment is 30 minutes.  Ask for 60 minutes for your research papers.

Online Writing Lab.  http://owl.excelsior.edu/

You need your Valencia ID to use any of these resources.

Make-ups for Absences

You can earn partial credit for the days you missed by submitting a one-page 
double-spaced well-written answer to one of the “Reading Questions” of 
your choice at the end of the short story that was assigned for the day that 
you missed.

https://webmail.valenciacollege.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=mY0PsuIWzESlXnQwKtIaZsKq6E4X3dAIvms6NFPlENVc57MdaWiB2_cNhionRP3XAsEU0gJlwWs.&URL=http://owl.excelsior.edu/
https://webmail.valenciacollege.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=mY0PsuIWzESlXnQwKtIaZsKq6E4X3dAIvms6NFPlENVc57MdaWiB2_cNhionRP3XAsEU0gJlwWs.&URL=http://owl.excelsior.edu/


Course Calendar 

The following calendar lists what has to be prepared for the class.

Note:  Most literary works are followed by "Reading and Reacting questions" and "Suggestions for 
Paper Topics."  I expect you to read all of them and think about possible answers.  Preparing your 
answers for in-class discussions will be considered as your homework for every class.  These questions
also prepare you for our in-class essays and help you choose your research paper topic.

This syllabus as well as the Course Calendar may be amended at a later date at the instructor’s 
discretion, during the course of the term. It is the responsibility of the student to make any adjustments 
as announced.

Key:

OC - Out-of-Class Essay
IC - In-Class Essay
LS - The Little Seagull Handbook
PL - Portable Literature 

(All pages refer to 8th edition of PL. If you have a different edition, use Table of Contents.)

Mon Feb 10 Introductions, Syllabus, Policies.

Wed Feb 12 LS: W-1 (Writing Contexts) and W-9 (Literary Analyses).
PL: Read Ch 1, “Reading and Writing About Literature” (pages 2-27).
PL: Also read Alberto Alvaro Rios's "The Secret Lion" (in Ch “Fiction 
for Further Reading,”pages 401-404).
PL: Read Ch 8, “Character” (pages 138-141).
PL: Also read John Updike's "A&P" (PL 141-147).
Prepare for in-class discussion of Ch 1, Ch 8, "The Secret Lion," and “A&P.”

Mon Feb 17 LS: S-1 (Complete Sentences), S-2 (Sentence Fragments), 
and S-3 (Comma Splices, Fused Sentences).

PL: Read Ch 2, “Writing Literary Arguments” (pages 28-43).
PL: Also read “Feminist Criticism” and “Marxist Criticism” (PL 1217-1221).
PL: Read Tillie Olsen's "I Stand Here Ironing" (PL 190-197).
PL: Also read Alice Walker's "Everyday Use" (PL 297-304).
PL: Also read “American Multiculturalism” (PL1236-1238).

Wed Feb 19 LS: S-4 (Verbs), S-5 (Subject-Verb Agreement), and S-6 (Pronouns).
IC 1.



Mon Feb 24 LS: L-1 (Appropriate Words), L-2 (Precise Words), 
and L-3 (Words Often Confused).

PL: Read Ch 13, ”Theme” (pages 328-332).
PL: Also read D. H. Lawrence's "The Rocking-Horse Winner" (PL 352-364).
PL: Read Eudora Welty's "A Worn Path" (PL 332-339).P

Wed Feb 26 LS: R-1 (Doing Research) and W-5 (Arguments).
PL: Read Ch 9, “Setting” (pages 171-175).
PL: Also read Katherine Mansfield's "Miss Brill" (PL 147-151).
PL: Ch 10, “Point of View” (pages 198-207).
PL: Also read Charles Baxter's "Gryphon" (PL 152-164).

Mon Mar 3 NO CLASS
Wed Mar 5 NO CLASS

Mon Mar 10 OC:  Proposal due (min. 3 sentences;  max. 1 page).
LS: R-2 (Evaluating Sources) and W-2 (Writing Processes).
Scholarly Research Workshop:  Building 6-221

Wed Mar 12 LS: “MLA Style” (pages 93-135).
LS: P-4 (Quotation Marks) and P-9 (Italics).
PL: Read "The Works-Cited List" (PL 51-59).
PL: Read Edgar Allan Poe's "The Cask of Amontillado" (PL 217-224).
PL: Also read “Psychoanalytic Criticism” (PL 1221-1224).

Mon Mar 17 OC:  Works Cited due.
LS: P-1 (Commas) and P-2 (Semicolons).
IC 2.

Wed Mar 19 LS: S-7 (Parallelism) and S-8 (Coordination and Subordination).
PL: Read Charlotte Perkins Gilman's “The Yellow Wallpaper” (in Ch “Fiction 
for Further Reading,” pages 376-388).
PL: Also read “Cultural Studies” (PL 1229-1232).

Mon Mar 24 OC:  Topic Outline due (about 1 page).
LS: W-3 (Developing Paragraphs).
PL: Read Flannery O'Connor's "A Good Man Is Hard to Find" (PL 256-268).
PL: Also read “Deconstruction” (PL 1227-1228).



Wed Mar 26 LS: LS: L-4 (Unnecessary Words) and L-5 (Adjectives and Adverbs).
PL: Read Joyce Carol Oates' “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been” 
(in Ch “Fiction for Further Reading,” pages 388-400).

Mon Mar 31 OC:  Intro due (min. 5 sentences;  max. 1 page).
LS: P-5 (Apostrophes), P-6 (Other Punctuation) and P-7 (Hyphens).
PL: Read Ch 12, “Symbol, Allegory, and Myth” (pages 283-289).
PL: Also read Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery" (PL 289-296).

Wed Apr 2 LS: R-3 (Synthesizing Ideas) 
and R-4 (Integrating Sources, Avoiding Plagiarism).

PL: Read Ch 7, “Plot” (pages 110-114).
PL: Also read Kate Chopin's "The Story of an Hour" (PL 115-117).
PL: Read Ch 9, “Setting” (pages 171-175).
PL: Also read Kate Chopin's "The Storm (PL 175-179).
PL: Also read “Using Literary Criticism in Your Writing” (PL 1213-1217).

Mon Apr 7 OC:  Rough Draft due (1200-1500 words).
LS: L-6 (Articles: A, An, The) and L-7 (Words That Build Common Ground).
PL: Read Ch 4, “Understanding Fiction” (pages 62-69).
PL: Also read Ernest Hemingway's "Hills Like White Elephants” (PL 69-73).

Wed Apr 9 LS: S-9 (Shifts)
PL: Read William Faulkner's "Barn Burning" (PL 224-237).
PL: Also read “Structuralism” (PL 1224-1226).

Mon Apr 14 LS: P-8 (Capitalization) and P-11 (Numbers).
PL: Read William Faulkner's "A Rose for Emily" (PL 127-137).
PL: Also read  “Literary Symbols” (PL 284-285).

Wed Apr 16 OC:  Final Draft due (1200-1500 words).
LS: W-12 (Reading Strategies).
PL: Read Julia Alvarez's "Snow" (PL 75-76).
PL: Read Amanda Holzer Brown's "Love and Other Catastrophes: A Mix Tape"  
(in Ch “Fiction for Further Reading,” pages 78-79).



Thursday, April 24 :  FINAL EXAM at 12:30
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