Valencia Community College, West Campus

Theme Grades for Enc 1101 and 1102

Grades on written work range from A to F. They are based on both content and form. The criteria for each grade are listed below. Your instructor assumes that you will do the assignment as instructed, and that when you choose your own topic, you will select one appropriate to exposition.

The A Theme 

1. has a clearly stated thesis, accurately written topic sentences that support the thesis, and sufficient fresh detail to support the topic sentences: 

2. is logical and generally thought-provoking; 

  3.
has clear and effective organization and appropriate 
transitional devices between paragraphs and between 
and within sentences; 

   4. employs variety in length and structure of sentences; 

   5. uses words correctly and avoids wordiness, jargon, 
pretentious diction and slang; 

 6. is virtually free of errors in grammar, sentence 
structure, punctuation, and spelling, and of common 
weaknesses in writing (overuse of passive voice, 
shifts in focus, awkward phrasing, and other errors 
listed under *Weaknesses* below). 

The B Theme 

1. has a clearly stated thesis, topic sentences that support the thesis, and adequate details to support each topic sentence;    

   
2. is logical and occasionally thought-provoking; 

3. has clear and effective organization and appropriate transitional devices between paragraphs and sentences; 

   4. uses words acceptably without awkwardness or 
wordiness;

   5. uses appropriate coordination and subordination; 

   6. is relatively free of errors in grammar (See 16 under 
A Theme.) 

The C Theme 

   1. has a passable thesis, topic sentences that relate to 
the thesis and some detail to support each topic 
sentence;

   2. is logical but rarely thought-provoking: 

   3. has recognizable organizational pattern and overall  

coherence;

   4. lacks accurate word choice and tends to be awkward or 
wordy; 

   5. lacks sentence variety;   

   6. contains occasional errors in grammar. (See #6 under 
A Theme.)

The D Theme 

1. lacks a clear thesis or fails to develop the 
thesis it does have;

2. is frequently illogical; 

3. lacks organization beyond an elementary level;

4. uses monotonous sentence structure and phrasing:

5. tends to prefer general to specific words; 

     6. 
contains frequent errors in grammar. (See #6 


under the A Theme.) 

The F Theme

1. lacks a clear thesis, organization, and/or 
development;

   
2. is illogical;

    
3. fails to use specific words; frequently uses wrong 


words: 

   
4. uses elementary sentence structure: 

  
5. has frequent errors in grammar.

Weaknesses characteristic of D and F writing: 

1. inaccurate word choice            

2. obscure or ambiguous phrasing 

3. unjustifiable sentence fragments    

4. run-on sentences 

5. fused sentences 

6. comma splices                     

7. lack of subject-verb agreement

8. lack of pronoun-antecedent agreement

9. inappropriate shifts in tense, voice, mood, tone, etc.

10. Misplaced modifiers

11. misuse of common marks of punctuation 

12. Inappropriate capitalization 

13. Inconsistent numbering system

14. excessive misspellings

15. Unconventional manuscript form

16. illegible handwriting or careless typing

