Neotropical Biology Syllabus

Formally taught as Rainforest Ecology

Welcome to this exciting class as you learn about rainforests around the world!  

WHAT? You thought they were only in South America!

Prepare to be transformed!

Professor:  Cindy Connery Boone
WebCT6 Enhanced Hybrid Course

cboone@atlas.valenciacc.edu 


3 Credit Hr
Session 2, Spring Term 2008
Valencia Community College Course Number: PCB2350 CRN25629 3 Credit Hours

Location: Winter Park Campus, 850 West Morse Boulevard, Room 221 on the second floor
 (407) 299-5000 ext. 6845 
Supplemental meeting places:  Kelly/Rock Springs Park, Animal Kingdom

Maps and directions will be supplied

Prerequisites/corequisites: none


Textbooks: none

Computer Requirements: High speed internet is a must! You will be watching videos.

Webct6 Internet address:  http:webct6.valenciacc.ed
For assistance with Webct6 Help  Desk: 407-582-5600  24/7  Toll free 1-866-749-8236 24/7
WebCT help email address: http:webcthelp@valenciacc.edu
Atlas help desk is 407-582-5444   M-F  9-5 
!!!!!!!   YOU MUST HAVE A COMPUTER BACKUP PLAN   !!!!!!

WHAT DO I DO IF MY INTERNET or COMPUTER FAILS?

· GO to the nearest Valencia Campus Library or Student Computer Lab

· GO to the nearest public library

· GO to your neighbor’s or family member’s house

· Borrow the laptop from the guy sitting next to you at Starbuck’s (
Do not procrastinate because the class work and tests have time deadlines. 

There is a 5 point deduction for every 24 hours your assignments or tests are late.
February 23, Saturday 1:00 am - 5:00 pm -Winter Park Campus    
What Defines a Rain Forest?
Unique Characteristics to Rain Forests
General Features of a R.F.

General Characteristics of Lowland Rain Forests



How Rain Forests Function
Tropical Evergreen Rain Forests (True Rain Forests)

How do adaptations happen? 
Tropical Deciduous (Semi-Evergreen) Rain Forests

Continental Drift


Specialized Rain Forests        Discuss Animal Kingdom

A film and handouts will be given.

· Watch “National Geographic Video: Search for the Great Apes”

Submit two observation comments via webct6 assignments before the assigned deadline. (10 points) (Try to see this video before we go to Animal Kingdom.)
 Due before midnight, Tuesday, February. 26. 

· Internet Assignment will be given: Rain Forest Strata (50 points)

Submit through WebCT6 before the assigned deadline, midnight, Friday, February 29.
· Test 1 will be taken through WebCT6 (50 points)

Test NOTES: 1) Test 1 will be available on Monday, February 25, 7pm



 2) Must be completed before noon, Saturday, March 1

3) This is a timed test, you have 40 minutes to take this test. Need more time? Communicate this to me, Saturday, before the test becomes available.
February 24,Sunday 8:30 am–5:30pm – Meet at Disney’s Animal Kingdom (AK Summary 25 pts) 
· Be prepared for a fun and intense day of learning plant and animal species found in rainforests. 

· Lectures will be given throughout the park. Prepare to take notes.

· Submit Animal Kingdom Summary through WebCT6 before 





midnight, Wednesday, February 27

· (You must provide your own ticket, better than buying a book. ()
March 1, Saturday 1:00 am – 5:00 pm -Winter Park Campus 
Continuation of lectures from the previous class  

Montane (Cloud) Rain Forests 


Soils of the tropical Rain Forest
Mangrove Rain Forest  



Structure of the tropical Rain Forest
Competition

Symbiosis


Discuss Rock Springs (RS Lab 25 points)
A number of films and handouts

     
· Plant lab activity during class. (25 points).

· Internet Assignment will be given: Rainforest Medicine (50 points)

Email through WebCT6 before Friday, March 7 at midnight 
· Before class meets on Saturday, March 8, watch:
 “National Geographic Video: Creatures of the Mangrove”

Submit two observation comments via webct6 assignments before the assigned deadline. Tuesday, March 4, midnight (10 points)
Note: It may help with Test 2 to watch, Creatures of the Mangrove, before taking test 2.
· Test 2 will be taken through WebCT6, available at 7pm, Monday
Test NOTES: 1) Test 2 will be available on Monday, 7pm



 2) Must be completed before noon, Saturday, March 8

3) This is a timed test, you have 40 minutes to take this test.

* If you need more time you must communicate this to me, Saturday, before the test.
March 2, Sunday 8:30 am - 5:30 pm - Meet at Kelly Park  (Rock Springs), Apopka

Prepare for intense biology field work, plotting and identifying 
plants and observing rain forest characteristics.

·  Lectures will be given throughout the park. Prepare to take notes.

March 8, Saturday 1:00 am – 5:00 pm – Winter Park Campus 
Continuation of lectures from the previous class  
Temperate Rainforests

Genetics are in Control

Films and wrap up with informational resources 

· Group Presentation (25 points)  
· Comprehensive Final Exam to be taken through WebCT6 (100 points)
      (available Monday, 7pm) you will have 60 minutes

 Deadline for the final exam is 6pm on Saturday, March 15
*
If you need more time you must communicate this to me, Saturday, before the test.
Any questions? WECT6 HELP DESK: 407-582-5600 24/7 Toll free 1-866-749-8236 24/7
Please try to use the webct6 course to email me.

 If that does not work then email me via the Atlas account : cboone@atlas.valenciacc.edu
I read my email every other day; expect a response within 48 hours
Drop Date for Refund: February 18            Withdrawal Date to receive a “W” is March  7
Assignments/Assignments used to determine your grade:

ALL TESTS WILL BE GIVEN OVER WEBCT6

Test 1 = 50 points

Test 2 = 50 points
Animal Kingdom Report = 25 points  

Kelly Park (Rock Springs) Lab = 25 points

Plant Lab = 25 points 

Medicine Report Paper = 50 points 


RF Layers Paper = 50 points

Group Presentation = 25 points


Comprehensive Final Exam = 100 points

Movie discussions = 20 points total
If the total number of points earned equals:

378 - 420 earned an "A"

336 - 377 earned a "B" 

294 -  335 earned a "C"

273 -  293 earned a "D"

0 -  272 earned an "F"

Attendance Policy: I welcome your attendance at each of the five-day sessions. The format of these classes is structured in such a way that attendance is mandatory. Students leaving class early or coming in late will receive a reduction of 10 points in the day’s activities. If you miss all or part of a class lecture, it is your responsibility to obtain the information from the instructor at the instructor's convenience within 3 days of the missed lecture.  Please give careful consideration to your options the first day of class.

Classroom policies:
· If you miss a field trip with the class, you will receive zero points for your field trip data collection sheet or summary. 

· There is to be no smoking or alcohol consumption during field trips.

In addition to specific ecological objectives, the course will also reinforce the following competencies wholly or partially.
Description: This course introduces students to the history, biology, ecology, diversity, and evolution of ecosystems of New World tropics. Emphasis will be on rainforest, riverine, savanna, estuarine, and coral reef communities. Topics include: nutrient and energy cycling; light gaps, vertical strata and forest structure; animal-plant interactions, such as pollination biology, seed predation, dispersal and herbivory; plant and animal defenses; social insects; and latitudinal trends in biodiversity.

Valencia Community College Student Core Competencies
· Thinking critically and making reasoned choices by acquiring, analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating knowledge.

· Reading, listening, writing and talking effectively.

CLAST Competencies
· Reading skills (literal comprehension, critical comprehension).

· Mathematics skills (metric measurements, map reading).

· Writing skills (proper grammar, spelling and punctuation).

Academic Honesty:





Academic Honesty Policy Number: 6Hx28:10-16
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia Community College. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive.
All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the students’ individual thoughts, research, and self-expression. Whenever a student uses ideas, wording, or organization from another source, the source shall be appropriately acknowledged.
Students shall take special notice that the assignment of course grades is the responsibility of the students’ individual professor. When the professor has reason to believe that an act of academic dishonesty has occurred, and before sanctions are imposed, the student shall be given informal notice and an opportunity to be heard by the professor. Any student determined by the professor to have been guilty of engaging in an act of academic dishonesty shall be liable to a range of academic penalties as determined by the professor which may include, but not be limited to, one or more of the following: loss of credit for an assignment, examination, or project; a reduction in the course grade; or a grade of “F” in the course. At the option of the professor, the campus provost may be furnished with written notification of the occurrence and the action taken. If such written notice is given, a copy shall be provided to the student.
Students guilty of engaging in a gross or flagrant act of academic dishonesty or repeated instances of academic dishonesty shall also be subject to administrative and / or disciplinary penalties which may include warning, probation, suspension and / or expulsion from the College.
The student may appeal action taken by the professor under the provisions of either Policy 6Hx28:10-13 or 6Hx28:10-15 as determined by the nature of the action taken.

Student Code of Conduct 


Student Code of Classroom Conduct Policy Number: 6Hx28:10-18
Activities which disrupt classroom setting and which are in violation of this Student Code of Classroom Conduct are those which, with or without intent to do so, are disruptive of the essence of the educational process. Faculty members are authorized to define, communicate, and enforce appropriate standards of decorum in classrooms, offices, and other instructional areas under their supervision. In the case of the violation of the Student Code of Classroom Conduct, the faculty member may initiate personal conferences, verbal and written warnings, referral to the director of student services for counseling, and removal from the classroom pending disciplinary action under policy 6Hx28:10-04. Examples of such disruptive or distracting activities include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. Activities that are inconsistent with commonly acceptable classroom behavior and which are not conducive to the learning experience, such as: tardiness, leaving and returning during class, and early departure when not previously authorized;
2. Activities which violate previously prescribed classroom guidelines or constitute an unreasonable interruption of the learning process;
3. Side discussions which are irrelevant to the subject matter of the class, that distract from the learning process, or impede, hinder, or inhibit the ability of other students to obtain the full benefit of the educational presentation; and,
4. Utterances of “fighting words” or epithets directed specifically toward other persons with the purpose or effect of creating a hostile educational environment or which may reasonably be expected to incite imminent or immediate violence.
Violation of the Student Code of Classroom Conduct shall constitute grounds for student disciplinary action as provided in Policy 6Hx28:10-04. 

· Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities (Winter Park Campus, Room 203, 407/ 582-6887). 

· We ask that you follow college policy relating to children on campus. Please make arrangements for childcare outside of classrooms or labs. 

· Please make note of evacuation route from you classroom in case of emergency. Interpret all audible alarms as valid and act accordingly. 
Each student is expected to be in complete compliance with the college policy on academic honesty as set forth in the admissions catalog and the student handbook.  Any student cheating on a test or examination will receive a zero and has no option to replace the grade with extra credit reports.  The instructor, at her discretion, may withdraw the student from the class.

Disclaimer:
Changes in the course schedule or any other handout may be made at any time during the course by professor’s announcement or email. A revised schedule may be issued at the discretion of the professor. 
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