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Professor Information 

Name: Justin Ryals 

Email: jryals1@valenciacollege.edu 

Office Hours (online): By appointment 

Course Information 

Title: Hum 2220 - Greek and Roman Humanities 

Semester: Summer, 2021 (5/10 - 8/2) 

Delivery: Online 

Prerequisite 

ENC 1101 or ENC 1101H or IDH 1110 

Textbook 

Greek And Roman Hum 2220 (Custom Edition for Valencia College) by Henry Sayre; Physical 

Copy (ISBN 9781323879184) OR Ebook (ISBN 9780137116188). 

(Note that since this is a custom edition it will unfortunately likely only be available at 

Valencia.) 

Grading Breakdown 

• Midterm Exam = 100 (20%) 

• Final Exam = 100 (20%) 

• Module Quizzes = 100 [10×10] (10%) 
• Reading Quizzes = 50 [5×10] (10%) 

• Writing Assignment 1 = 75 (15%) 

• Writing Assignment 2 = 75 (15%) 

• Writing Assignment 3 = 50 (10%) 

• Total = 550 

mailto:jryals1@valenciacollege.edu
https://www.valenciabookstores.com/buy_book_detail.asp?pf_id=10566954
https://www.valenciabookstores.com/buy_book_detail.asp?pf_id=10566954
https://www.valenciabookstores.com/buy_book_detail.asp?pf_id=10608661


Ultimate grade calculations work as follows: 

• 495-550 /550 = 90-100% = A (Excellent) 

• 440-494 /500 = 80-89% = B (Good) 

• 385-439 /500 = 70-79% = C (Passing) 

• 330-384 /500 = 60-69% = D (Passing Below Average) 

• Below = F (Failing) 

Exams* 

There will be two exams: a midterm and a final. Each exam’s format may vary and may consist 

of image identification, matching, true/false, multiple choice. The midterm exam will be 

accessible throughout week 6 (6/14 - 6/18). The final exam will be accessible throughout 

week 12 and into the following week (7/26 - 8/2), and must be taken by Mon, August 2nd. 

Quizzes* 

There will be a module quiz for every learning module on the content of the given module. There 

will also be a total of five reading quizzes on various assigned readings from the ancient world 

(which will be linked next to the quizzes), for the purpose of actively reading/engaging the texts. 

These will be given at different points in the semester (see the Course Schedule below). 

Writing Assignments* 

There will be three writing assignments in this course, which may vary in required length and 

grade weight. Altogether these make up a large portion—40%—of your overall grade, so you’ll 

want to dedicate time to them. See the Course Schedule below for the different times these will 

be due. Writing assignments will (like all other assignments) be visible in the “Assignments” 

section of the Canvas course. 

*Note: Tests and quizzes will have specific “opening” and “closing” dates. After its closing 

date a test or quiz will no longer be accessible. Late writing assignment submissions will be 

accepted—though only prior to 7/26—but penalized one letter-grade (10%) per week that it is 

late (i.e. 1-7 days = -10%, 8-14 days = -20%, etc.) up to a maximum of half off of your score 

(i.e. if cutting your score in half is less than the deduction would be otherwise then that is 

what will be enforced; this is more likely to come into play the later the assignment is). 

Assignments with Fri-due dates—which is the norm unless otherwise stated—may be 

completed over the weekend without penalty; the “late” threshold is reached once Monday 

hits. 

Gordon Rule 

This is a Gordon Rule writing course. Completion with a final grade of “C” or better will 

partially satisfy the requirements of State Board of Education Rule 6A-10.30. This course 

provides reinforcement in these College-Level Academic Skills: (1) Literal and critical reading 

comprehension; (2) essay skills (for example, select a subject, formulate a thesis, provide 



supporting details, and revise for clarity and conformity); (3) writing skills (for example, 

sentence structure and punctuation). Since this is a Gordon Rule class, be aware that if you 

fail to fulfill the Gordon Rule requirement—i.e. if you fail to complete any writing 

assignment—you cannot pass the course with a C or higher regardless of your grade score 

(i.e. the highest grade possible in that case is a D). 

Withdrawal from the Class 

If you wish to withdraw from the class to receive a “W,” you must do so before the withdrawal 

deadline - the withdrawal deadline is Friday, July 2nd. It is impossible to withdraw yourself 

after this deadline. International students, and students receiving financial aid services, should be 

aware of how a “W” will affect their status. 

Student Conduct 

Valencia College is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning but also to 

promoting honorable personal and social conduct. By enrolling at Valencia, a student assumes 

the responsibility for knowing and abiding by the rules articulated in the Student Code of 

Conduct (6Hx28:10-03). The professor reserves the right to refer students who engage in 

activities that are disruptive to the learning environment to the Dean of Students for disciplinary 

action. 

Please remember to treat everyone in the class politely, courteously, and respectfully. Put 

yourself in the position of others. Express differences of opinion in a civil and rational way. 

Maintain an environment of constructive criticism when commenting on the points of other 

students. An example of what not to do is WRITING IN ALL UPPERCASE SO IT APPEARS 

THAT I AM YELLING AT YOU! Behave as you would in the “real” classroom, and strive to 

behave honorably. Remember that, though we are working in a virtual environment and the 

internet can have a tendency to depersonalize us, you are nevertheless interacting with real 

people who should therefore receive your respect (even if you disagree with them). 

Academic Dishonesty 

All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia College. Academic dishonesty 

includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, 

alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, and misuse of 

identification with intent to defraud or deceive. Any student determined by the professor to 

have been guilty of engaging in an act of academic dishonesty shall receive zero credit on 

the given assignment (a zero on any heavily weighted assignment is usually impossible to 

come back from). This is esp. something to keep in mind regarding your writing assignments 

and how you make use of the internet in that process. Always write in your own voice, using 

your own words, unless quoting a source, and ALWAYS give credit to your sources. For a 

slightly cheesy but quick and helpful online video, see “Plagiarism: How to Avoid It” . For more 

in-depth info, see “Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Plagiarism” from Purdue’s online 

resource OWL. 

http://international.valenciacollege.edu/current-students/maintaining-visa-status/
https://valenciacollege.edu/finaid/getting-started/attending-and-withdrawing.php
https://bit.ly/3f4fQWN
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/avoiding_plagiarism/plagiarism_faq.html


Class Participation 

Regular class participation is a very significant factor for success in the course. Only 

infrequently logging into the course will carry with it its own consequences that will result on 

missed class assignments. For severe medical conditions that result in excessive missed 

assignments, consult the Dean of Students concerning Valencia’s medical withdrawal policy. 

If you are unable to participate in the course due to illness, family emergency, etc., please 

communicate with me as soon as possible in order to attempt to create a plan to complete any 

missed assignments so that your learning can progress in the course. In the case of a prolonged 

online absence, again, please communicate with me as soon as possible in order to create a plan 

for the best course of action. 

Note to Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a notification 

from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the 

professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office for Students with 

Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities. 

Visit Valencia’s Office for Students with Disabilities page online for their contact info. 

Statement of Support for Students with Food/Housing/Financial Needs 

Any student who has difficulty accessing sufficient food to eat, or who lacks a safe and stable 

place to live, and believes this may affect his or her performance in the course, is urged to meet 

with a Counselor in the Advising Center for information about resources that may be available 

from the college or community. 

Course Description 

This course is an exploration of the dominant ideas in early Western culture as expressed in 

Greek and Roman history, literature, philosophy, religion, and art, and how these ideas have 

shaped and still influence our modern culture. The course covers, after a brief look at the Ancient 

Near East and Egypt, the period from the Minoans and Mycenaeans (the early Aegean/Greek 

world) to Late Roman Antiquity and the rise of Christianity, emphasizing the development and 

influence of classical ideas. 

Course Objectives 

This course will help students learn to: 

• Integrate artistic, philosophical, and historical elements of different periods. 

• Interpret works of the arts, philosophy, or religion. 

• Articulate connections between the humanities and your life. 

• Become conversant with and experience past perspectives and cultures. 

• Participate in the cultural life of your community. 

https://valenciacollege.edu/students/student-services/dean.php
http://valenciacollege.edu/osd/
https://valenciacollege.edu/students/advising-counseling/


 

Course Schedule 

Date General Topics Read/Complete 

Week 1 (5/10 - 5/14) 

Intro/Orientation/Syllabus; 

Origin of Human Culture to 

Early Civilizations 

Syllabus; Class Schedule; 

Course Orientation. 

Orientation Quiz. Module 1. 

Module 1 Quiz (M1Q); 

Reading Quiz (RQ) 1. [1]  

Week 2 (5/17 - 5/21) 
Greece: Intro, Greek Outlook, 

& Homer 
Module 2. M2Q. 

Week 3 (5/24 - 5/28) 
Greece: Classical Drama & 

the Greek Historians 
Module 3. M3Q; RQ2. 

Week 4 (6/1 - 6/4--Mon, 5/31 

is Memorial Day) 

Greece: Achievements in 

Philosophy 

Module 4. M4Q; RQ3. 

Writing Assignment (WA) 

1. 

Week 5 (6/7 - 6/11) Greece: Architecture & Art Module 5. M5Q. 

Week 6 (6/14 - 6/18) Personal/group review time Midterm Exam 

Week 7 (6/21 - 6/25) 
Rome: Intro, Historical 

Overview, & Religion 
Module 6. M6Q; RQ4. 

Week 8 (6/28 - 7/1--Fri, 7/2 

off for Ind. Day; 7/2 also 

self-withdrawal deadline for 

grade “W”) 

Rome: Latin Literature & Its 

Golden Age 
Module 7. M7Q. WA2. 

Week 9 (7/5 - 7/9) 
Rome: Silver Age Literature 

& Roman Philosophy 
Module 8. M8Q; RQ5.  

Week 10 (7/12 - 7/16) Rome: Art/Architecture Module 9. M9Q. 

Week 11 (7/19 - 7/23) 
Late Antiquity & the Rise of 

Christianity 
Module 10. M10Q. WA3. 

Week 12 (7/26 - 7/30) Personal review time Final Exam 

By Monday, 8/2: Final Exam 

[1] Note that assignments with Fri-due dates – which is the norm unless otherwise stated – may be completed over 

the weekend without penalty.  

Disclaimer 

Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the semester. Any 

changes would be made known via announcement in Canvas. 

 


