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Professor Information 

Name: Justin Ryals 

Email: jryals1@valenciacollege.edu 

Office Hours (online): By appointment 

Course Information 

Title: Hum 1020 - Intro to Humanities 

Semester: Fall, 2021 (8/23 - 12/10) 

Delivery: Online 

Prerequisite 

None required. 

Textbook 

Landmarks in Humanities, 5th ed., by Gloria Fiero. Note you want to get EITHER the 

physical copy OR the Ebook, NOT BOTH. (You may, instead, use the physical copy of 

the 4th or even 3rd editions of this text, which should be available cheaply—just make 

sure the chapters follow this pattern: 1-Origins, 2-Classicism, 3-Empire, 4-Revelation, 5-

Synthesis, 6-Christendom, 7-Rebirth, 8-Reform, 9-Encounter, 10-Baroque, 11-

Enlightenment, 12-Romanticism, 13- Materialism, 14-Modernism, 15-Globalism.) 

Grading Breakdown 

• Midterm Exam = 120 

• Final Exam = 120 

• Module Quizzes = 120 

• Reading Quizzes = 70 

• Writing Assignments = 70 

• Total = 500  

mailto:jryals1@valenciacollege.edu
http://www.valenciabookstores.com/textbook_express/get_txtexpress.asp?remote=1&ref=2023&student=&term=FALL-2021+East+Campus&dept=huma&course=hum1020&section=14075&getbooks=display+books


(Points exceeding the above numbers will not ultimately be “weighted” but will count as 

extra credit in final grade calculations.) 

Ultimate grade calculations work as follows: 

• 450-500 /500 = 90-100% = A (Excellent) 

• 400-449 /500 = 80-89% = B (Good) 

• 350-399 /500 = 70-79% = C (Passing) 

• 300-349 /500 = 60-69% = D (Passing Below Average) 

• Below = F (Failing)  

Exams* 

There will be two exams: a midterm and a final. Each exam’s format may vary and may 

consist of image identification, matching, true/false, and multiple choice. The midterm 

exam will be accessible during week 8 (10/11 - 10/15). The final exam will be 

accessible during week 16 (12/6 - 12/10), and must be taken by Friday, December 

10th. 

Quizzes* 

There will be a module quiz at the end of every learning module on the content of the 

given module. There will also be a total of seven reading quizzes on various assigned 

readings or other content (which will be linked next to the quizzes), for the purpose of 

actively reading/engaging the material. These will be given at different points in the 

semester (see Course Schedule below). 

Writing Assignments* 

There will be four short writing assignments in the course, including discussions (in a 

discussion board format) and short essays. These assignments may involve interacting 

with assigned readings, engaging questions pertinent to course topics, and interacting with 

other students’ posts (in the case of discussion board assignments). These will be given at 

different points in the semester (see Course Schedule below). 

*Note: Exams, quizzes, and writing assignments will have specific “opening” and 

“closing” dates. After their closing date they will no longer be accessible, so you must 

keep up to date with all class activities. Note that quizzes and writing assignments with 

Fri-due dates—which is the norm unless otherwise stated—may be completed over the 

weekend without penalty (the “late” threshold is reached once Monday hits). 

Withdrawal from the Class 

If you wish to withdraw from the class to receive a “W,” you must do so before the 

withdrawal deadline—the withdrawal deadline is Wednesday, November 3rd. It is 



impossible to withdraw yourself after this deadline. International students, and students 

receiving financial aid services, should be aware of how a “W” will affect their status. 

Student Conduct 

Valencia College is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning but 

also to promoting honorable personal and social conduct. By enrolling at Valencia, a 

student assumes the responsibility for knowing and abiding by the rules articulated in the 

Student Code of Conduct (6Hx28:10-03). The professor reserves the right to refer students 

who engage in activities that are disruptive to the learning environment to the Dean of 

Students for disciplinary action. 

Please remember to treat everyone in the class politely, courteously, and respectfully. Put 

yourself in the position of others. Express differences of opinion in a civil and rational 

way. Maintain an environment of constructive criticism when commenting on the points 

of other students. An example of what not to do is WRITING IN ALL UPPERCASE SO 

IT APPEARS THAT I AM YELLING AT YOU! Behave as you would in the “real” 

classroom, and strive to behave honorably. Remember that, though we are working in a 

virtual environment and the internet can have a tendency to depersonalize us, you are 

nevertheless interacting with real people who should therefore receive your respect (even 

if you disagree with them). 

Academic Dishonesty 

All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia College. Academic 

dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false 

information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing 

situation, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive. Any student 

determined by the professor to have been guilty of engaging in an act of academic 

dishonesty shall receive zero credit on the given assignment (a zero on an exam is 

virtually impossible to come back from). A second instance of academic dishonesty 

will result in failing the course (receiving an F as your final grade). This is perhaps 

esp. something to keep in mind regarding your writing assignments and how you make 

use of the internet in that process. Always write in your own voice, using your own words, 

unless quoting a source, and ALWAYS give credit to your sources. For a slightly cheesy 

but quick and helpful online video, see “Plagiarism: How to Avoid It”. For more in-depth 

info, see “Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Plagiarism” from Purdue’s online 

resource OWL. 

Class Participation 

Regular class participation is a very significant factor for success in the course. Only 

infrequently logging into the course will carry with it its own consequences that will result 

on missed class assignments. For severe medical conditions that result in excessive 

http://international.valenciacollege.edu/current-students-2/maintaining-visa-status/
https://valenciacollege.edu/finaid/getting-started/attending-and-withdrawing.php
https://bit.ly/3f4fQWN
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/avoiding_plagiarism/plagiarism_faq.html


missed assignments, consult the Dean of Students concerning Valencia’s medical 

withdrawal policy. 

If you are unable to participate in the course due to illness, family emergency, etc., please 

communicate with me as soon as possible in order to attempt to create a plan to complete 

any missed assignments so that your learning can progress in the course. In the case of a 

prolonged online absence, again, please communicate with me as soon as possible in order 

to create a plan for the best course of action. 

Note to Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a 

notification from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific 

needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office for 

Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate 

documentation of disabilities. Visit Valencia’s Office for Students with Disabilities page 

online for their contact info. 

Statement of Support for Students with Food/Housing/Financial Needs 

Any student who has difficulty accessing sufficient food to eat, or who lacks a safe and 

stable place to live is urged to meet with a Counselor in the Advising Center for 

information about resources that may be available from the college or community. 

Course Description 

This course is an exploration of the major cultures and ideas that have shaped Western 

civilization throughout its history, and as manifested in the forms of literature, religion, 

philosophy and art. It also explores how these ideas have shaped and still influence 

contemporary culture. The course covers in broad brush the time period from the origin of 

human culture and civilization up into the 20th century. 

Course Objectives 

This course will help students learn to: 

• Integrate artistic, philosophical, and historical elements of different periods. 

• Interpret works of the arts, philosophy, or religion. 

• Articulate connections between the humanities and your life. 

• Become conversant with and experience past perspectives and cultures. 

• Participate in the cultural life of your community. 

Course Schedule 

Date General Topics Read/Complete 

https://valenciacollege.edu/students/student-services/dean.php
http://valenciacollege.edu/osd/
http://valenciacollege.edu/osd/
https://valenciacollege.edu/students/advising-counseling/


Week 1 (8/23 - 8/27) Intro/Orientation/Syllabus 

Syllabus; Class Schedule; 

Course Orientation. 

Orientation Quiz. 

Week 2 (8/30 - 9/3) 
Origin of Human Culture to 

Early Civilizations 

Module 1. M1Q (Module 1 

Quiz); RQ1 (Reading Quiz 

1). [1] 

Week 3 (9/7 - 9/10) 

(9/6 is Labor Day) 
The Glory of Greece (I) Module 2. M2Q; RQ2. 

Week 4 (9/13 - 9/17) The Glory of Greece (II) 
Module 3. M3Q; Writing 

Assignment (WA) 1. 

Week 5 (9/20 - 9/24) The Grandeur of Rome Module 4. M4Q; RQ3. 

Week 6 (9/27 - 10/1) 
Late Antiquity & the Rise of 

Christendom 
Module 5. M5Q; WA2. 

Week 7 (10/4 - 10/8) The High Middle Ages Module 6. M6Q; WA3. 

Week 8 (10/11 - 10/15) Personal review time Midterm Exam 

Week 9 (10/18 - 10/22) The Renaissance Module 7. M7Q; RQ4. 

Week 10 (10/25 - 10/29) 
Reformation, Counter-

Reformation & Baroque 
Module 8. M8Q; RQ5. 

Week 11 (11/1 - 11/5) 

(11/3 is self-withdrawal 

deadline for grade “W”) 

The Enlightenment Module 9. M9Q; RQ6. 

Week 12 (11/8 - 11/12) 

(11/11 is Veterans Day) 
Revolution & Romanticism Module 10. M10Q; RQ7. 

Week 13 (11/15 - 11/19) Into the 20th Century Module 11. M11Q; WA4. 

Week 14 (11/22 - 11/26) Thanksgiving Holiday  --- 

Week 15 (11/29 - 12/3) 20th Century & Beyond Module 12. M12Q. 

Week 16 (12/6 - 12/10) Finals Week Final Exam  

Last Day for Final Exam: Friday, 12/10 

[1] Note that assignments with Fri-due dates – which is the norm unless otherwise stated – may be 

completed over the weekend without penalty.  

Disclaimer 

Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the 

semester. Any changes would be made known via announcement in Canvas. 

 


