Myths:

1. An online speech class in easier than a face-to-face class.

2. I will not have to read as much in an online class.

3. Since I am really busy, an online class is better for me.

4. Giving speeches will be easier in an online class, especially since I have a fear of    public speaking.

5. My professor will assist me less, since we don't meet on campus

Reality:

1. An online speech class may actually be harder than a traditional face-to face speech class b/c you have to be self-directed and be able to stay on top of due dates and weekly readings/discussions. You will still give the same amount of speeches as you would in a face-to-face course, and may actually have more work.

2. You have to read the same amount, if not more in an online class, and I stress the more part. This is b/c you are reading to understand how to best organize and deliver a speech; therefore, you not only need to read the information, but you need to understand and apply it in your speeches. You can think of your book as your teacher for this class, and your teacher as the guide to help you move throughout the course. In addition, you need to be prepared to ask questions to other students as well as your teacher, if you don't understand something. 

3. If you are a busy person, don't assume that an online class will fit your schedule better. Please be prepared to spend as much time on assignments for this class as you would if we met face-to-face, if not more. In addition, since we don’t meet in a classroom, you will need to plan ahead in the event you have questions about an assignment; waiting until last minute to start an assignment is not advised in an online class.

4. If you are highly apprehensive about giving speeches, don’t think that will change in an online class. You will still deliver speeches to an audience and this may even be more difficult for you since a lot of people choose their friends/family as their audience. You are responsible for gathering and audience and recording your speech, so if you think this may be a problem, a face-to-face mode may be better suited for you. 

5. I will be here to assist you just as often, if not more than if we met face-to-face. I check my email quite frequently in order to be able to assist you as soon as possible. However, just as other teachers, I may not answer you as promptly after hours and/or on weekends. I am really good about answering my email, so that is usually the most effective method of communication. 

(continued below)

Tips:

1. We do not meet face-to-face at all for this class, which means you need to have reliable technology and understand how to use it in order to do well in an online class.

2. Your syllabus and all of the directions have been carefully thought-out and all policies are in place for a reason. If you take the time and carefully read and follow all of the directions for this class, you should have absolutely no problems.

3. You should plan ahead and manage your time wisely to account for any mistakes or misunderstandings; after all, we don’ meet face-to-face and technology can often be tricky.

4. You will need to have 5 audience members for every speech (over the age of 16) in order to pass the class. If you don’t feel confident that you can gather this amount of people for all 3 speeches, I would strongly advise against taking this class online!

*MOST IMPORTANTLY* 

You should read the syllabus and pay careful attention to the instructions for recording and submitting speeches; if you can't meet those requirements, try a face-to-face mode. Do not just hope it works out b/c you may not be very successful in this class if you don't have access to the necessary equipment; this can cause a lot of frustration for both you as a student and myself as an instructor trying to help you. The directions are there for a reason and if you follow them carefully, you should have minimal to no problems whatsoever.

Online learning is not for everyone; especially for Speech, so don’t feel discouraged if you find this information to be overwhelming; that’s why there are also plenty of face-to-face options of this course as well! (
