Valencia College East Campus Science Department

BSC 1010C - General Biology I 
Spring 2017
M Lab room 8 - 219 1900 – 2145

W Lecture room 1 - 372 1900 – 2145

INSTRUCTOR  
Name:

Melissa Iglesias - MS Biology, MA Science Education
Email:  
mvantrump2@valenciacollege.edu
Phone: 
407-582-2311
Office Hrs: 
Contact instructor
PREFERRED CONTACT METHOD: Correspondence sent via Atlas will receive a reply within 48 hours of submission.
COURSE 

General Biology I – Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of all mandated courses in Reading, Mathematics, English, and English for Academic Purposes. 

Introduction to fundamental biological principles emphasizing common attributes of all living organisms. Unifying concepts include chemical structure of living matter, structure and function of the cell, specialized cells, major metabolic functions, control systems, reproduction, genetics, evolution and ecology. This course is a prerequisite for advanced biology courses. Students should be prepared to complete college level reading, writing, and mathematics assignments as part of this course. (Special Fee: $62.00) 
REQUIRED EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS (Choose #1 OR #2, ALL need #3) 

1. Biology, 4th Edition (2016), Brooker et al., Volume 2: Foundations of Life: Chemistry, Cells and Genetics bound paper textbook bundled with Connect. 

OR

2. Biology, 4th Edition (2016), Brooker et al., ebook bundled with Connect (called ConnectPlus all together in the bookstore)
AND

3. Lab Manual: General Biology 1 Lab Manual, 6th Edition (2015), Chu, F. and Cravaritis, C. ONLY AVAILABLE AT THE EAST CAMPUS BOOKSTORE.

ASSESSMENTS 
Unit Test




5 x 100
500

Unit Quiz




5 x 10

  50

Lab Practicum



2 x 100
200
Total







750

All assessments will be administered at the beginning of class. There are no dropped assessments and there is no extra credit. The instructor will provide bubble sheets for lecture tests. Please bring two sharpened #2 pencils with erasers on assessment days. To calculate your grade throughout the semester add all points earned to date, divide by the total possible to date, then multiply by 100. Finally, please round the average to the nearest whole number.
ATTENDANCE
Attendance is expected for every lecture and lab class. The deadline for withdrawing from this class with a grade of “W” is Friday, March 31st, 2017. AFTER March 31st, STUDENTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO WITHDRAW.  Please note, the instructor does not withdraw students for any reason. Any student who withdraws from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 6Hx28:4-07, please go to:http://valenciacollege.edu/oit/learning-technology-services/student-resources/academic-integrity/documents/09B_policies.pdf 
BIOLOGY READINESS TOOL
The Biology Readiness Tool is not an exam for actual points but a tool to inform you how prepared you are for this class. You have access to the tool via an Atlas email that is in your inbox after you register for the course. After taking the assessment tool through the Atlas link, please take a screenshot of your name and score on the page and email it to the instructor. After completion of the assessment there are recommendations that will be given depending on the score earned. Students are strongly encouraged to take the advice offered for maximal success in class.  If you decide to take “Introduction to Chemistry” first, you may drop BSC 1010C and still get your money back if done by the Drop/Refund deadline (January 17th, 2017).

LEARNING MODULES

All content for the course is divided into 5 Learning Modules.  A Learning Module contains a particular number of chapters of content that will be discussed from the textbook.  Please understand not all sections of every chapter are necessarily mentioned in the class.  

The notes for each of the five Learning Modules can be found by accessing the instructor’s Frontdoor site:  
http://frontdoor.valenciacollege.edu/faculty.cfm?uid=mvantrump2&CFID=2424521&CFTOKEN=33319778 
COURSE PREPARATION  

Students should spend a minimum of 2 hours per day preparing for this course by reviewing lecture and lab notes, reading the textbook, and communicating with the instructor.  Assessment questions will come from power point notes and instructor lecture discussion; lab practicum questions will come directly from each lab. 

WITHDRAWAL

Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W.”  A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline.  The instructor for this course does not withdraw students at any time during the semester. In other words, the withdrawal process is at the discretion of the students only.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office of Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, preferably during the first week of class. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.
STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work.  BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free face-to-face counseling is also available.
ACADEMIC HONESTY

Plagiarism is defined as claiming as your own a paper, report, article, or speech which in whole or in part was prepared by someone other than yourself. Cheating on an assessment or copying someone else’s laboratory report is also a violation of this policy. A violation of this policy can result in failure of an assignment, the entire course, or your current status as an active student. Each student is expected to be informed and compliant with the college policy on academic honesty as stated in the Student Handbook. 

EXPECTED STUDENT CONDUCT

Valencia Community College is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling at Valencia College, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty to leave the class.  Violation of any classroom or Valencia’s rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from Valencia.  Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.  You will find the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook.
PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVISES
Turn off cell phones when entering the lab classroom. Silence cell phones and other electronic devices when entering the lecture classroom. Cell phones and other electronic devices must always be turned off during assessments.
VALENCIA COLLEGE CORE COMPETENCIES
Valencia faculty has defined four interrelated competencies (Think, Value, Communicate, ACT) that prepare students to succeed in the world community.  These competencies are outlined in the college catalog.  In this course, through lecture and discussion, group work, and other learning activities, you will further develop your mastery of those competencies.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES
· Students will describe the fundamental characteristics of living organisms.
· Students will describe the fundamentals of molecular structure and molecule functions in living organisms.
· Students will describe the fundamentals of structure, function, and evolution of eukaryote and prokaryote cells.
· Students will describe the integrative structure and function of cells in the structure and function of eukaryote organisms.
· Students will describe the fundamentals of the molecular and cellular basis of metabolism and relationships to ecology and evolution.
· Students will describe the fundamentals of asexual and sexual reproduction at the cellular and organismal level and the genetic and evolutionary significance.
·  Students will describe genes and the fundamentals of the processes and patterns of inheritance in eukaryote organisms.
· Students will describe or model the fundamentals of eukaryote molecular genetics to include: structure and function of DNA, RNA, and ribosomes pertaining to the expression of our genes into polypeptide phenotypes.
Class Schedule
Learning Modules 

Unit 1

Chapters 1 – 3


1/11/17 to 2/1/17


Unit 2

Chapters 4, 5, & 10


2/1/17 to 2/22/17
Unit 3 

Chapters 6 – 8


2/22/17 to 3/8/17
Unit 4 

Chapters 11 – 13

 
3/8/17 to 4/5/17
Unit 5 

Chpts. 15 – 18
 

4/5/17 to 4/26/17
Lecture Tests 
Unit 1 






2/1/17

 
Unit 2




 

2/22/17
Unit 3




 

3/8/17
Unit 4 






4/5/17
Unit 5



 


4/26/17
Lab Practicums 
Lab 1 – 5





2/27/17
Lab 6 - 10 





4/17/17
Disclaimer
The information contained in the syllabus above can be modified at any time during the semester by the instructor.
