 MODALS:  WHAT ARE THEY ?  [image: image1.wmf] HOW ARE THEY USED?
                           CAN?   MIGHT HAVE? HAVE TO?

                                      SHOULD?  MIGHT

                              MAY?    MUST?    COULD    WOULD

                                 WILL  ?             SHOULD HAVE?  
DEFINITION:  Modals are little HELPERS to the VERB. They help change the IDEA of the VERB.  For Example:       I  play  piano.

                                                     I  can play piano.            (expresses ability)
                                                    I might play piano.          (possibility)
                                                    I should play piano.        (it’s a good idea to play)

                                                   I must play piano.            (obligation)

                      Each modal above changes the IDEA of the verb.

FORM:  Modals are ALWAYS  used with the SIMLE FORM OF THE VERB:

                                             NEVER:    He can plays piano

                                                               He can playing piano right now.
                                                              He can played piano yesterday.

                                          ALWAYS:  He can play piano.

            PRESENT/FUTURE FORMS                                         PAST  FORM
 MODAL  + SIMPLE FORM OF VERB   /        PAST MODAL FORMS +HAVE+ 

                                                                                             Past Particple of Verb   

Examples:       can play                                                could  have   played   

1.  can play     ability                                        could have played         past ability

 I can play piano.                                            I could have played piano. (but I didn’t)

2.may play    permission                                  may have played         it was possible

I may play piano.(maybe)                            He may have played. (we don’t know for sure)

3.might play  possibility                                 might have played      it was possible

I might play piano.(maybe)                       He might have already played.(same as above)
4.should play   advice                                   should have played      it was a good idea but      

                                                                                                         he didn’t do it: regret

I should play the piano more.                    He should have played more.(if he did he would

                                                                                                      be a better pianist now)

5.must play    obligation                              must have played       a conclusion based on 

                    no choice                                                                   evidence

He must play everyday.                                He must have already played.(I see his books 

                                                                                           are out and the piano is open.)

6.have to play   “  “                         He  had to play   (no modal form)  obligation in past. 

I have to play more if I want to be good.                         I had to play.(mom made him.)                                                                                                                      
