SPC1607 Interpersonal Communication
The Object Introductory Speech
The first speech you will do in this course is a Speech of Introduction. 

The main objective of this speech is to allow you to become comfortable speaking in front of a group. I also hope this speech will allow us to learn about each other.  This speech is graded and worth 20 points. 
You have only 2-3 minutes to give the audience a sense of who you are, so you will need to limit what you say. This speech should show the audience your uniqueness. Take this opportunity to show us some of your positive qualities. Your speech should center around a theme that shows us the real you.  Here are two suggestions for presenting your speech.

Option One
Select one object that represents a significant aspect of your background, personality, interests, values, ambitions, etc.  Using the object as a point of departure, develop a speech that explains how it relates to your life.  For example, a communications major might bring in a microphone as a way to explain his/her professional goals. A veteran might select a flag as a vehicle for discussing his/her experiences as a soldier.  Another example might be someone who runs could bring in her medal races and talk about how significant running is in her life.  If possible bring the objects to class.  If this is not possible because of size, value, etc, bring a model, drawing, or photograph of the object.  The purpose is not to explain the object in detail but to use it as a means for you to introduce yourself to the class. 
Option Two:

Bring in four objects (don’t go out and buy anything.  Just use things you find around your house or apartment; the objects can’t be or about a family member, friend, pet, or electronic device).  Each object should be a symbol for one of the following four concepts:
· The way you see yourself.

· The way you believe others see you. (you “define” others).

· The way you do not want to be seen.

· The way you want to be seen in the future.

Using the objects, explain how each applies to the corresponding concept.

Once you have narrowed your theme/gathered your objects, arrange the ideas for the body of your speech in an orderly fashion. Then develop an attention arousing introduction and a conclusion which pulls your ideas together.

Put this all together in a proper outline, and practice it to see how long it takes. If it goes over the time limit, then go back and edit until it fits the time allotted. Once you have a clear outline and know what you intend to say, make key-word notecards –NO MORE THAN TWO.  Please, do not read verbatim from your note cards and try to refrain from memorizing your speech.  Strive for an extemporaneous style.  I will be looking for basic delivery skills.  You may want to consult the text for some delivery suggestions.  I suggest you practice the speech in front of other people prior to class.  

By all means, be creative and have fun!

*The outline is to help you prepare.  You will not submit this to me. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	

	


