ENC 1102

Instructor: Nick Rupert

Spring 2014

Assignment: The Annotated Bibliography 
Due Date: Thurs, April 3rd 

Length: 6 annotated entries 
Purpose: the annotated bibliography involves a list of the preliminary research you have pulled together for your final assignment. The annotated bibliography’s function is purely pragmatic: in short, other scholars can use your list of resources as a quick reference in order to find the information sourced in your paper. This promotes the idea of academic writing as a sort of conversation, since future critics can use your bibliography to follow what has been said in past critical conversations. You will more than likely use annotated bibliographies or a similar research format throughout your college career. 
Your annotated bibliography will require a list of at least six scholarly sources. Movie reviews, book reviews, Google sites, Wikipedia entries, and other non-academic sources are not appropriate for this assignment. News articles and columns are also not appropriate. Focus on pee-reviewed journals (i.e. editors decide which articles get published). 
The format of each entry should include the following: 

A). The source listed in works cited format in proper MLA format. Proper MLA format means error-free. Formatting errors undermine your authority as a writer, and can result in point deductions.  
B). Also include a 3-4 sentence annotation. The first 2-3 sentences should be devoted to a concise explanation of the source’s main claim (i.e. its “thesis statement). The last 1-2 sentences should involve an explanation of why this source is relevant to your paper’s central argument. 

**Plagiarism: The policies regarding plagiarism apply to the annotated bibliography just as much as any assignment for ENC1102. DO NOT, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, SIMPLY COPY AN ABSTRACT OR ANY OTHER TEXT FROM AN ARTICLE and pass it off as your work. The purpose of this assignment is to articulate these sources in your own words. 

For formatting questions, please do as most academics do and consult the resource listed below. Owl at Purdue’s website covers the overwhelming majority of formatting questions. 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/05/
GRADING BREAKDOWN

A). Completion: 
20 points
 
(Are there six relevant sources?) 

B) Formatting: 
40 points

(Are the entries formatted appropriately according to MLA formatting?)

 

C). Annotations
40 points


(Do the annotations convey the main argument of the article? Is the writing clear 
and authoritative?) 
Weight: 100 points, or 10% of the final grade. 

WORKS CITED EXAMPLES 
***These are works cited entries presented WITHOUT annotations just to show how the MLA formatting works. To see FULL annotated entries, scroll to the end. 

***Note that these entries appear in alphabetical order, and also note that the entries are separated with a double-space. Small details like this can affect your grade. 

Here are examples of the basic layout for a Works Cited entry: 






Physical Book


Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of 



Publication. Print. 

EX: 


Saunders, George. CivilWarLand in Bad Decline: Stories and a Novella. New York: 




Riverhead Books, 1996. Print. 





Online Scholarly Article

Lastname, Firstname. “Name of Article.” Name of Publication Volume number. Issue 

number (Year): Page-Page. Database. Valencia College. Web. Date of Access.  


EX: 

Clewell, Tammy. “Consolation Refused: Virginia Woolf, The Great War, and Modernist 
Mourning.” Modern Fiction Studies 50.1 (2004): 197-223. Project Muse. 
Valencia College. Web. 7 Nov. 2007.  
ANNOTATTIONS
For your annotations, strive for clear, strong sentences with direct verbs. Basically, try to situate the reader with as much context as possible for your source without getting too far into the minute details. Annotations should appear directly following the works cited entries, but all text following the first line should be tabbed over to the right of the page. 
Examples: 

Allen, William Rodney, Ed. Conversations with Vonnegut. 6th printing. Jackson: UP of 


Mississippi, 1988. Print. Along with an introduction and a chronology of 
significant events in Kurt Vonnegut’s life, this 330-page anthology documents 
several key interviews with Vonnegut, spanning from 1969 to 1999. Allen’s 
interviews encompass a wide variety of publications and media sources, including 
Life, New York Times, Chicago Tribune, Playboy, and Sixty Minutes. Vonnegut 
speaks 
candidly and extensively in the majority of the interviews, offering 
invaluable insights into his life and works. During an interview in Paris Review, 
Vonnegut vividly recounts his capture at the hands of German soldiers in World 
War II 
(171).  

Donaldson, Sandra M. “Where Does Q Leave Mr. Ramsay?” Tulsa Studies in Women’s 
Literature 11.2 (1992): 329-36. JSTOR. University of West Florida. Web. 6 Nov. 
2007. Donaldson studies Woof’s To the Lighthouse as a critique of the symbolic 
logic that characterizes Mr. Ramsay’s ethos. Donaldson identifies Ramsay as a 
sort of mock Socrates figure, such that Ramsay’s central dilemma is that “he 
cannot, that is, get to immortality, that patriarchal dream” (332). For Donaldson, 
artistic expression works differently. The critic constructs an artistic metaphor for 
Ramsay’s dilemma, concluding that Ramsay’s insistence on individual symbols 
(letters) “is like seeking the effect of a pointillist painting in one of the dots—the 
dots are not the point” (334). Although Donaldson makes no effort to identify 
him, I argue that Carmichael resists Ramsay’s symbolic logic.  

