20th Century Humanities (HUM 2250) 

Fall 2013 
Instructor: Nicole L. Burda 

E-mail: nstauffer@valenciacollege.edu or nlburda76@embarqmail.com 

(my personal e-mail is the BEST and FASTEST method of contact) 

Class Meeting Times: Online 

Department office phone: (407) 299-5000 ext. 2341 or (407) 299-2000 ext. 4108

Cell Phone: 407-697-1676   

Office Hours: Virtual (By appt. only) 

Textbook: The Humanistic Tradition: Book 6, 6th Edition by Gloria K. Fiero

To access our course online, go to: http://learn.valenciacc.edu/
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

An integrated examination of dominant ideas in Western culture as expressed in art, literature, music, philosophy and religion.  Covers the period from the turn of the century to the present.  Focuses on creative forces which have shaped contemporary consciousness, from the pioneering work of Einstein, Picasso, Stravinsky and Wright through dominance of objective consciousness to newly emerging guiding myths of today. 3 credit hours.  

PREREQUISITE:

ENC 1101 or ENC 1101H or IDH 1110  

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Cultural and Historical Understanding: Demonstrate understanding of the diverse traditions of the world, and an individual's place in it.

• Quantitative and Scientific Reasoning: Use processes, procedures, data, or evidence to solve problems and make effective decisions.

• Communication Skills: Engage in effective interpersonal, oral, and written communication.

• Ethical Responsibility: Demonstrate awareness of personal responsibility in one's civic, social, and academic life.

• Information Literacy: Locate, evaluate, and effectively use information from diverse sources.

• Critical Thinking: Effectively analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and apply information and ideas from diverse sources and disciplines.

REQUIREMENTS: 

This is a Gordon Rule course. A minimum grade of C required if used to satisfy Gordon Rule requirement. For additional information on Gordon Rule, please see your student handbook or visit: http://www.valenciacc.edu/aadegrees/GordonRule.cfm
COURSE OUTCOMES: 

By the end of this course, the student should be able to: better participate in the cultural life of the community, articulate connections between the humanities and one’s life, and participate in informed conversation about a work of art, literature or philosophy.

Student Integrity and Academic Dishonesty 
All students are expected to behave with integrity. This includes both conduct and behavior in the classroom as well as intellectual integrity. Plagiarism and cheating are unethical, and students caught plagiarizing or cheating will be subject to disciplinary action, including loss of credit for an assignment or for the entire course, probation, suspension, or even dismissal. Please maintain personal and academic integrity. For further information, please refer to college policies published in the student handbook.

Participation and Attendance
It is in your best interest to participate as much as possible throughout the term. Learners are expected to attend class electronically, and will be monitored for electronic participation. I WILL NOT WITHDRAW YOU, so please – if you decide to stop attending the course you should take the appropriate measures to withdraw. See more under the WITHDRAWAL POLICY section. 

Technology Requirements & Proficiencies
Our class is conducted entirely online. That means that students should be technically savvy (i.e. have good computer skills!). Assignments should be sent in Word or in Apple’s program iWork (Pages). Students will be required to have access to a fast computer & high-speed Internet connectivity. Computer labs are available to Valencia students free of charge. 

Have a Technical Back-Up Plan! 
Things happen! The power goes out, PC’s get viruses, your Internet connection can go haywire, and the list goes on. I suggest that you develop a back-up plan in case you encounter any sort of technical difficulties. Technical difficulties are NOT grounds for my accepting any assignments late! Again, consider Valencia’s computer labs, the public library, a friend/family member’s computer, etc. as options in case your computer fails.

ASSIGNMENTS
Assignments will be completed online via our Blackboard site. Your assignments will have specific due dates. They MUST be submitted via BlackBoard (not through e-mail or messaging). No credit will be given for assignments that are not submitted after their due dates for any reason. See more about this in the EVALUATION section. 

WITHDRAWAL POLICY
Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W.”  A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline.  A faculty member MAY withdraw a student up to the beginning of the final exam period for violation of the class attendance policy (remember that I exercise the choice to NOT withdraw you, so plan accordingly!).  A student who is withdrawn by faculty for violation of the class attendance policy will receive a grade of “W.”  Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 4-07 please go to: http://valenciacollege.edu/catalog/
ONLINE COMPONENTS
Students have access to our course webpage at: https://learn.valenciacollege.edu/
I will post pertinent information on that site, including but not limited to: your syllabus, and discussion questions. This is a great feature as it allows you to stay engaged with the class asynchronously. Check the page often, especially if directed to do so. 
LATE ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments that are late will not be accepted for any reason, so please plan accordingly.  

EVALUATION
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
For each learning module, students will have a discussion question to which they are required to respond. Furthermore, students will be required to respond to at least two other student responses to create a collegial dialogue about the course material. Active participation is important to succeed in this course. Finish the assigned reading and writing by the due date on this syllabus and be prepared with questions and comments. 
WORKSHEETS
Each learning module will come with its own worksheet. Students will be required to answer all of the questions as directed and upload their assignments to Blackboard. 

DOCUMENTED ESSAY 
1) Describe and discuss the impact of (Column A) upon the development of (Column B). Be sure to reference at least one specific example (primary source) of visual art, theater/film, etc., to illustrate your conclusions. 

	Column A 
Existentialism 

Freudian Revolution/New Psychology 

World War(s) 

Ethnic/Racial Identity 


	Column B 
Visual Art 

Literature 




Your paper must be between 750-1250 original words in length. Essays must be typed, double spaced, with a 12pt. font – no greater. This essay requires at least three scholarly, outside sources be consulted and documented. Use MLA or APA formatting. Students are required to upload this document to Blackboard. 
FINAL EXAM

Students will take one final comprehensive exam. Students will have a set window of opportunity to take the exam during final exam week. It will be worth 20% of your grade. 

GRADE DISTRIBUTION 

Final Exam 



200 pts. 

Documented Essay


100 pts. 

Discussion Questions

350 pts. 

Worksheets 
                                   
350 pts. 

TOTAL 


           1000 pts. 

A: 900-1000 pts.     B: 800-899 pts.  
C: 700-799 pts.      D: 600-699 pts.    F: 0-599 pts.      

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Any student who has special needs (as defined by Services for Special Students) must tell the instructor during the first week of class so provisions can be made. 

PLEASE NOTE: Due dates for your assignments are provided on Blackboard. Please check there for that information. 

