MAT1033C – INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA

COURSE SYLLABUS  (Fall 2013)

Instructor Information:

Name: Dr. Robert Muise

 Engagement/Office Hours

Email for appointment

E-mail: rmuise1@valenciacollege.edu

http://frontdoor.valenciacollege.edu/?rmuise1

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

MAT1033C – Intermediate Algebra – 3 credit hours, 4 contact hours

Prerequisite: MAT0022C (formerly MAT0020C) with a grade of “C” or better or MAT0028C (formerly MAT0024C) with a grade of “C” or better or an appropriate score on entry placement test. 

Intermediate Algebra presents algebraic skills which are prerequisite for MAC1105. Topics include linear equations and inequalities in two variables and their graphs, systems of linear equations and inequalities, introduction to functions, factoring, algebraic fractions, rational equation, radicals and rational exponents, complex numbers, quadratic equations, scientific notation, applications of the above topics and the communication of mathematics. Applications emphasizing connections with other disciplines and the real world will be included. This course does not satisfy the Gordon Rule in mathematics but can be used to fulfill the general education requirement of the A.S. degree.

A minimum grade of “C” is required to use this course as a prerequisite for later mathematics courses. 

VALENCIA CORE COMPETENCIES:

Valencia desires their graduates to possess and demonstrate a set of global competencies including the ability to think, communicate, value and act. In an effort to help you acquire and improve upon your ability to demonstrate these competencies this course will include activities that require you to:

1. Think clearly, critically and creatively.

2. Communicate with others in written and verbal form.

3. Make reasoned value judgments and responsible commitments.

4. Act purposefully, reflectively and responsibly.

Due to the nature of these global competencies many problems and activities will be presented in the context of an application. These applications will require students to select appropriate information from the problem and communicate effectively how to arrive at an appropriate solution for the problem.

REQUIRED MATERIALS:

ACCESS to Enhanced WebAssign – Note that this allows you to access an electronic copy of the text.

ISBN#9780538738101
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CALCULATOR: A graphing calculator is required for this course. The TI-84 will be used for all demonstrations. If you choose a different brand or model, you are responsible for learning the appropriate calculator syntax. Calculators with algebraic systems, including, but not limited to, the TI- 89/92/Voyage/Inspire series, may not be used for any assessments in this course.

OPTIONAL MATERIALS:

TEXT: Intermediate Algebra: Connecting Concepts through Applications by Clark and Anfinson, 2012

ISBN#9780495983255

COMMUNICATION:

You must check your ATLAS email regularly as to not miss any important messages from the instructor. All communications should follow appropriate etiquette. Email should be used in a professional way. Always put identifying information in the subject line and include your name and course (MAT1033C) so that I know who you are.

All emails will receive my response in a timely fashion. You should expect my reply within a 24-hr period, excluding Saturdays and Sundays. On the other hand, when you receive any email from me that requires your response, I expect you to reply in a timely fashion as well. I will be communicating with you on a weekly basis; therefore, it is crucial that you check your emails frequently. Not checking email is not accepted as an excuse for missing assignments.

HOMEWORK

will be done through Enhanced WebAssign. The site is

www.webassign.net . The course in WebAssign will be available for you now. 

A gradebook for the course is also available through WebAssign.

To log-in and register in WebAssign, use the following procedure:

1. Go to www.webassign.net

2. Under Account Log In, use the following information:

Username: Use your ATLAS username [the part before the @ in your Valencia email address]

Institution: valenciacollege [one word, no spaces]

Password: Use your Valencia ID number [If you do not know it, log in to ATLAS and click on the Show VID link in the Atlas Tools box.]. After log in, you can change your password by clicking on “My Options.”

3. Click Log In

If this does not email me immediately!

TEXTBOOK MATERIAL:

This course will cover material from sections 1.1-1.7, 2.1-2.4, 2.6, 3.1-3.2, 3.4-3.5, 4.1-4.7, 7.1-7.5, 8.1-8.5

HOMEWORK:

Homework is assigned online through WebAssign and you will receive a homework grade for these assignments. The online homework will count as 15% of the final grade for the course. There is no time limit for the online homework assignments. Each question on a homework assignment may be attempted 10 times. You may start the assignment and then resume it at a later time. If you believe the program has not correctly graded your homework, email the instructor with the specific assignment and problem number for review. If you are having difficulty, please contact your instructor.

LAB COMPONENT (Enrichment assignments):

During the semester, there will be several “lab” assignments.  These activities reinforce the skills and concepts that you are being introduced to in the coursework. The labs will count for 15% of your final grade. 

TESTS:

There will be three unit tests. These tests will be paper-and pencil, free-response (not multiple-choice) tests. The tests will count as 50% of your final grade, each weighted equally. Each test will have a one-hour time limit.

FINAL EXAM:

There will be a comprehensive  The Final exam will be a paper-and pencil, free-response (not multiple-choice) test. The Final exam will count as 20% of your final grade. The exam will have a two-hour time limit. There will be no extensions granted for the Final exam. If you do not take the Final exam by the deadline, you will receive a grade of zero (0) for the Final exam. 

GRADES:

Your final grade in MAT1033C will be determined from the weighted average of all homework grades, lab activity grades, test grades, and the final exam score.

The grading scale is as follows: A: 90-100%, B: 80-89.9%, C: 70-79.9%, D: 60-69.9%, F: below 60%

ACADEMIC HONESTY:

You are expected to do your own work on tests and exams. Providing information to another student or receiving information concerning exam content is considered cheating. The professor reserves the right to determine the appropriate penalties within Valencia College's academic honesty policies.

WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE:

The withdraw deadline for a grade of W is November 1, 2013. If you decide to withdraw, you must do so through ATLAS. If you do not withdraw from the class by this date, you will receive a letter grade of A, B, C, D or F for the course. For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 4-07 please go to:

http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=75

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a notification from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, preferably during the first week of class. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities. There is an Office for Students with Disabilities on each Valencia Campus.

GENERAL IDEAS TO HELP YOU SUCCEED WITH THE COURSE

- Be proactive. Try to work ahead of the required schedule. This will allow you more time to work on sections that you find more difficult.

- Take the time to read the sections of material each week. When you read the sections, you should have paper and pencil with you. After every problem the authors complete in the text, there is a similar Practice Problem.

- You should try to complete these Practice Problems before moving on to the homework assignment. The answers to the Practice Problems can be found in Appendix D of the text. If you do not want to read the text, please spend a reasonable amount of time working through the practice problems and watching the videos available in the Media Assignments.

- If you do not do any “Prep” work (reading the text, practice problems) before attempting the

homework assignments, you are going to have a bad time. Take the time to prep for the assignments!

Tentative Schedule of Assignments: 

	
	Tuesday
	Thursday
	Lab

	
	
	
	

	Oct 3
	
	1.1, 1.2
	Graphing Calculator

	Oct 8, 10
	1.3, 1.4
	1.5, 1.6, 1.7
	Graphing your motion

	Oct 15, 17
	1.7, 2.1, 2.2
	2.2, 2.3, 2.4
	Special Pattern

	Oct 22, 24
	2.5, 2.6,
	Review for Test
	How to write a linear inequality solution

	Oct 29, 31
	Test 1, 3.1
	3.2, 3.3,
	Exponents

	Nov 5, 7
	3.4, 3.5, 4.1
	4.1, 4.2, 4.3
	Factoring Polynomials

	Nov 12, 14
	4.4, 4.5, 4.6
	4.6, 4.7, review for test
	Different ways to solve the same quadratic

	Nov 19, 21
	Test 2, 7.1, 7.2
	7.2, 7.3, 7.4
	From a distance

	Nov 26
	7.5, 8.1, 8.2
	
	

	Dec 3, 5
	8.2, 8.3, 8.4
	 8.5, review for test
	Distance to Horizon

	Dec 10
	Test 3; review for final
	
	

	Dec 12
	
	Final Exam
	The cycle of i

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


