 Course Syllabus Edit
Valencia College – East Orlando Campus
Welcome to: REL 2030: World Religions
Spring 2022 - 16 weeks

Instructor: Scott Erker
Class time: WED. 1:00 pm - 2:15 pm
Classroom: Building 1 - Rm. 370
Office: Valencia East Campus – Bldg 6, Rm 118
Office Hours: TBD or by student request
Telephone: 407-582-2810
E-mail: Canvas email
Required Texts: Invitation to World Religion Second Edition, Jeffery Brodd, Eds.
Access to the internet, word processing software, and enrollment in Canvas course companion are required.
Further Course Instructions, Handouts, and Due Dates: Posted on Canvas


COURSE DESCRIPTION
Meets Gordon Rule and General Education requirement. Prerequisite: Minimum grade of C in ENC 1101 or ENC 1101H or IDH 1110 Basic introduction to the world's religions. Explores practices and beliefs of major religious traditions including Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Islam, and Buddhism. Gordon Rule course which requires demonstration of college level writing skills through multiple assignments. Minimum grade of C required if used to satisfy Gordon Rule requirement.

Evaluation Methodologies: Quizzes, Midterm, Discussions, Multimedia Assignment, Response Papers, Analytical essay, and Final exam.

COURSE COMPETENCIES
Essential Course Requirements
1. Adequate preparation. Students should expect to spend a minimum of six to eight hours a week completing the requirements for this class (including readings, quizzes, discussions, written assignments, exams, and consistent review of the course material).
2. Participation. This is a mixed mode class which meets once a week and mixes elements of face to face and online courses.  Your success will depend on your prompt completion of assigned readings and online activities, including discussions. Failure to post to the discussion boards during the first week will result in your withdrawal as a “no-show.”
3. Internet access. Because the course content will be delivered via Canvas, all students must have reliable access to the Internet. Students are responsible for checking Canvas regularly for course updates.
4. Exams. There will be three exams. The deadline dates for these exams are listed on the Course Schedule. These exams may be taken at home on an open-book, open-notes basis.
5. Quizzes. There will be a quiz on each reading assignment. These quizzes will be administered in Canvas and can be taken at home on an open-book, open-notes basis.
6. Discussions. Each student will participate in the discussion boards by making original posts, reading classmates’ posts, and commenting on posts, as assigned. Your overall discussion grade will reflect the percentage of discussions completed satisfactorily.
7. Papers. Each student will write several response papers. See “Guidelines for Writing Assignments” in the Writing Assignments module for details.


Course Learning Outcomes
After completing REL 2300, students will be able to:
• explain important concepts in religion, such as myth, ritual, and sacred space.
• understand the cultural and historical relationships between individual religious traditions and their respective cultures (e.g., Hindu and Buddhism with Indian culture and history or Christianity and Judaism with Euro-American culture and history, etc).
• identify the founders of and major historical contributors to the world’s religions.
• demonstrate their understanding of differing concepts of deity.
• compare and contrast the divisions within religious traditions (e.g., Mahayana and Theravada Buddhism, Protestant and Catholic Christianity).
• identify major scriptures and sacred texts.
• understand the key moral and ethical precepts of the various religions.
• relate the academic study of religion to their everyday experience.
Student Core Competencies
Valencia faculty have defined four interrelated competencies (Value, Think, Communicate, Act) that prepare students to succeed in the world community. These competencies are outlined in the College Catalog. In this course, through classroom lecture and discussion, group work, and other learning activities, you will further develop your mastery of these core competencies.


CLASS ATTENDANCE
Attendance is an important part of your grade and for each class you will receive points for attending that will be added to your final grade (and so also will be penalized for missing class).  If you miss more than four classes during the course of the semester you will lose a letter grade and if you miss more than four consecutive classes it is grounds for your automatic withdrawal from the course.  Let the instructor know ahead of time if you are going to miss class.
The instructor does not distinguish between "excused" and "unexcused" absences. For severe medical conditions that result in excessive absences, consult the Dean of Students concerning Valencia’s medical withdrawal policy.

If you are unable to participate in the course due to illness, family emergency, etc., please communicate with me as soon as possible in order to create a plan to complete any missed assignments so that your learning can progress in your course. In the case of a prolonged online absence, please communicate with me as soon as possible in order to create a plan for the best course of action.
If you are an international student or a student on financial aid it is your responsibility to know how a "W" will affect your status.


Religious Observances
In accordance with federal and state statutes, students enrolled in credit or certificate courses may be granted excused absences from classes that are scheduled during a religious holiday. During the first week of class, the student must request in writing approval from the instructor for the absence(s). The instructor should provide alternative arrangements for the student to complete the work scheduled for the missed session. Students excused for religious observances will be expected to meet the class requirements for those days without undue delay.
Veterans
Under federal regulations, VA educational benefits will be discontinued for those students whose GPA falls below 2.0 in three consecutive terms. Students who have been warned or suspended should contact the Valencia College Office of Veterans Affairs; 407-582-8387
Withdrawal due to Military Service
Currently enrolled students who are called to, or enlist in, active military service shall not incur academic or financial penalties by virtue of performing military service on behalf of our country.
Such student shall be permitted the option of either completing the course or courses at a later date without penalty, or withdrawing from the course or courses with a full refund of fees paid. If the student chooses to withdraw, the student's record shall reflect that the withdrawal is due to active military service. The transcript will reflect the non-punitive grade of “W6.”
Student will provide a copy of military orders to the Associate Provost or Dean.
1. The Associate Provost or Dean will determine whether the student is allowed to complete the course(s) at a later date or withdraw with a full refund.
a. If student chooses to complete the course(s) at a later date the Associate Provost or Dean will request the instructor(s) to create an “Incomplete Grade” contract that outlines student’s course progress to date and outstanding assignments.
i. The Associate Provost will make a comment on the student’s record in the database indicating decision and retain all documents.
ii. Instructor will award a final grade of “I – Incomplete.”


CLASS ASSIGNMENTS
Students are required to read the accompanying Chapter readings before responding to class discussion boards or any written assignment. Take good notes on the relevant textbook chapter and on the accompanied video/lectures. Think about the discussion questions and write out a rough draft before you post to the discussion. Also, a certain number of points will also be allotted for extra credit. In order to fully participate in the class discussions, one must prepare for them!!
30 points total (Competencies 1-6 assessed)


TESTS
There will be 1 midterm quiz (30 pts), at least 6 scheduled quizzes (10 pts each), and one cumulative Final Exam (60 pts). Make-up tests for full credit will be given only under extenuating circumstances.
150 points total (Competencies 1-6 assessed)


WRITING REQUIREMENTS
4+ Writing Assignments; 4 Response Papers (20 pts each). These will attempt to measure your competency in the areas of basic research, formatting, organization of thought, analysis, synthesis, evaluation, and, as just important, application. The writing assignments will be formal analyses of each of the various Religions of the World; including but not limited to Indigenous Religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Chinese Religions, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Details will be provided in Canvas and in class.
• Type written in MLA format. Paragraph style (12 font double spaced) 80 points total (Competencies 1-6 assessed)


GUIDELINES AND GRADING CRITERIA FOR DISCUSSION BOARDS
~16 Discussion Boards Posts – 1 per week (10 points each)
Students are required to post to the Discussion Board on a regular basis, as this is the only way to create a "classroom" atmosphere.
• All original threads should contain a minimum of five (5) complete sentences, and must be posted by 11:59 pm on Wednesday of the week for which it is assigned. Anyone who does not post their initial thread by the deadline on Wednesday will automatically receive a zero for the Discussion Board, and it will count as an “absence.” (See the Attendance Policy for how “absences”—in the form of missed assignments or discussions—will affect a student’s status in the course.)
• You should respond to the posts of two other students. These responses should each contain a minimum of Five (5) sentences (not counting the greeting) and should be posted by 11:59 pm on Sunday of the week for which it is assigned. Please include a greeting that includes the name of the students you are responding to. (Example: "Hi, Katrina. I really like what you said about so-and-so, but here's how I feel about that…)
• You must edit your work before posting. If a post contains numerous spelling, grammar or sentence structure errors, no points will be given.
Posts will be graded according to the following criteria:
• Mastery of the subject matter and concepts
• Evidence of strong critical thinking skills through analysis, synthesis, and/or evaluation
• Writing that is clear, edited, articulate, and free of major grammatical errors
• Thoughtful, engaging responses to classmates' posts that enrich the discussion

MULTIMEDIA ASSIGNMENT (Extra Credit Option)
Students may submit a multimedia assignment employing some form of presentation (Power Point or any other multimedia platform of your choosing) which will present a comparison and contrast between two elements of any one theme in the Humanities. The instructor must approve of the subject before work begins. It will contain a minimum of 20 slides or ten minutes of video. Details will be provided in Canvas and in class.
+2-6 possible points total (Competency 7 assessed)


ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
Academic dishonesty pertains to both tests, quizzes (i.e. cheating), and writing assignments (i.e. plagiarism- writing someone’s words or ideas and not giving due credit to the author of those words or ideas). Academic dishonesty on any test or writing assignment will result in an automatic “0” for the assignment and possible reporting to the Dean of the College for the first offense.
What is Plagiarism, and Why is it Wrong?
As scholars, we respect the artistic and intellectual works of others. Plagiarism and cheating – using unauthorized material, or presenting another’s ideas, words, or images as your own, and without properly citing the sources - contradict the educational value of scholarship and violate its integrity. You must properly cite any sources consulted.
All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia College. Academic dishonesty. includes, but is not limited to, acts or attempted acts of plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, facilitating academic dishonesty, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive.
All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the students' individual thoughts, research, and self-expression. Whenever a student uses ideas, wording, or organization from another source, the source shall be appropriately acknowledged. Therefore, all work for this class must be your own and written exclusively for this class.  If a student is caught submitting plagiarized work a first offense will result in a zero score on the assignment, a second offense will result a class grade of F and prompts a student’s referral to the Dean of Humanities or Office of Student Conduct, and may result in expulsion. For more information regarding plagiarism, refer to: Plagiarism. If you cannot answer a question for any coursework and you look online, you might find ‘an answer,’ but it will not necessarily be the BEST or right answer. Rather than ask Google, ask me.
I assume you will adhere to Valencia’s Code of Conduct and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. I also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity and will not change your grade illegitimately, or otherwise violate the terms of this syllabus or Valencia’s Code.


LATE WORK
Please arrange with me if you need extra time for your work. Late work will only be accepted under special conditions. If accepted, late work will be penalized one point for the first week and two points for the second week. After this, any late work will receive only 50% of the max points allowed.


WITHDRAWAL POLICY
Students who wish to withdraw from the class must do so by the specified date (Friday, March 25th). You must withdraw yourself as this is not the instructor’s responsibility.
Check out; Valencia Policy on Withdrawal. A student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W. A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline.
A faculty member will withdraw a student up to the withdrawal deadline for violation of the class attendance policy. A student who is withdrawn by faculty for violation of the class attendance policy will receive a grade of “W”. After the withdrawal deadline, faculty will not withdraw a student and the student will receive the grade earned at the end of the course. Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.” If you do not intend to complete the course, you must withdraw yourself prior to the withdrawal date.


STUDENT CONDUCT
Students are expected to maintain a collegial attitude throughout the semester. This means behaving professionally and cooperatively in class and not using discussion time for personal discussion (that’s for out of class time). Students may not use cell phones in any way, shape, or form throughout semester-this means from the time class begins until I dismiss class. This includes texting. If you are caught using your cell phone as such, your Participation grade will not be counted for that week; also, if you are off topic in discussion or video, the same may apply. Also, please note that as a college student, you must strive to respect other students; this includes but is not limited to never personally belittling or berating other students even if you don’t agree with their point of view. You may choose to disagree and can even voice this (I encourage serious academic debate)-but do it respectfully. Please read the Student Code of Conduct. That said, I reserve the right to have you removed from my class for any behavior which violates the Student Code of Conduct in addition to what is stated above and withdrawn from class for any serious infraction of the Student Code of Conduct at Valencia College.


GRADE EVALUATION AND GRADE SCALE
Evaluation:

Assignments POINTS POSSIBLE
Attendance, Participation, & Homework
8+ Quizzes (10 pts each) = 
= 80 points (+ 10 points TBD)
3 Response Papers (20 pts each)

1 Multimedia Assignment (extra credit)

16 Discussions (1/wk) = 80 - 160 points

1 Midterm Quiz = 40 points
1 Cumulative Final = 60 points

TOTAL = 350 points

To know your overall grade throughout the semester and, subsequently, your final grade, use the following formula:
POINTS EARNED/POINTS POSSIBLE * 100 = % GRADE;
Scale:
90%-100% =A
80%- 89% = B
70%- 79% = C
60%- 69% = D
0%- 59% = F


Office of Students with Disabilities (OSD)
Students with documented disabilities who desire to receive services including special testing conditions, or who need specific accommodations, should seek information with the Valencia College Office of Students with Disabilities (OSD), Building 5, Room 216. There are no disadvantages in registering, and that office keeps everything confidential. It does not get written on one’s transcript or diploma that services were ever received. Services may not be received without this registration.
Phone: 407-582-2229 Email: osdeast@valenciacollege.edu


Baycare Student Assistance Services
Valencia College strives to ensure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience. To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work. BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP). Services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. If needed, the counselor may refer the student to appropriate resources or to speak face-to-face with a licensed counselor.


Title IX at Valencia College
Including resources for Sexual Misconduct and Assault Victims
Valencia College is committed to maintaining a safe and healthy learning and working environment that promotes responsibility and respect, and where no one is unlawfully excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or subjected to discrimination in any College program or activity on the basis of sex or gender. To that end, the College has zero tolerance for sexual or gender-based harassment, sexual violence, dating violence, domestic violence, stalking, and other sexually-related offenses, collectively referred to as Sexual Misconduct.
Sexual Misconduct in an educational setting implicates a Federal law called Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. Consistent with the directives of Title IX, all forms of Sexual Misconduct are prohibited by the College. See Valencia College Student Dispute Resolution Page.
When a report of Sexual Misconduct is made to the College, Title IX requires the College to promptly and effectively respond to such report, even if the individual making the report requests that no action be taken. Any member of the College community who is found to have engaged in any form of Sexual Misconduct is subject to institutional discipline in addition to any penalties that may be imposed by a court of law. Further, the College will take steps to prevent the Sexual Misconduct from occurring in the future, and remedy any discriminatory effects as appropriate.

Course Outline:
World Religion 
Subject to Change

Week 1
Orientation – Syllabus
Origins, Approaches to the Study of Religion

Week 2
Creation Myths of the World

 

Week 3
Indigenous Religions


Week 4-5
Hinduism

Week 6-7
Buddhism

Midterm Quiz

Week 8
Chinese Religion
Daoism, Confucianism

 

Week 9 - 10
Zoroastrianism, Judaism

 

Week 11-12
Christianity

 

Week 13-14
Islam


Week 15
New Religions


Final Exam
Monday APRIL 25th
 

Also, Please remember...

Mask policy and CDC Physical Distancing Guidelines 
The health and safety of everyone at the college is our top priority. Therefore, anyone attending the class is expected to wear masks indoors and maintain physical distancing. If you do not have a mask, the college will provide one for you. You may find it helpful to refer to current research on the importance of masking for public safety. Feel free to check out the CDC guidelines on masking, located at this link (Links to an external site.).

 

COVID-19 Wellness, Reporting, and Support 
If you find yourself feeling unwell and suspect you might be experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, test positive for COVID-19, or have been in close contact with someone who has the COVID-19 virus, please stay home. Please also report this to Valencia’s COVID-19 case manager Tanya Mahan, at COVIDillness@valenciacollege.edu, so the College can determine how to best support you.  

If you are unable to participate in the course due to illness, family emergency, etc., please communicate with me as soon as possible in order to create a plan for the best course of action.   In the case of a prolonged online absence of one week or more, you and I will meet to discuss options and determine your ability to continue in the course.

