Liberal Arts Math Syllabus
MGF 1107	Spring 2019	3 Credits


	CRN
	MyLab Math ID
	Class Meeting Times:
	Room
	Final Exam Date and Time

	20223
	krise21563
	T R	10:00 – 11:15
	1-150
	Tuesday, April 23, 10:00 – 12:30

	20224
	krise21563
	T R	11:30 – 12:45
	1-150
	Thursday, April 25, 10:00 – 12:30

	

	College General Phone Number
	(407) 299-5000 

	College Website
	www.valenciacollege.edu 

	Math Department Phone Numbers
	(407) 582-1625     OR     (407) 582-1848 

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructor:
	Scott Krise
	Office Hours:
	M 
	9:30 – 11:30 

	Office:
	1-243 A
	
	M W
	2:00 – 4:00

	Phone:
	407-582-1884
	
	T R
	1:30 – 2:30 (virtual)

	E-mail:
	skrise@valenciacollege.edu
	(Virtual Office)
	F
	10:00 – 12:00 (virtual)


Course Description
Prerequisite: Minimum grade of C in MGF 1106, MAT 1033C,MAC 1105, or STA 2023 or appropriate score on an approved assessment. This course covers topics chosen from problem solving, numeration and mathematical systems, financial mathematics, voting techniques and apportionment, chaos theory, graph theory, knot theory, tilings and polyhedra, game theory, number theory, connections to other disciplines, and other special topics in mathematics. Gordon Rule course. Minimum grade of C required if course is used to satisfy Gordon Rule and general education requirements.
Required Course Materials
· A Survey of mathematics with Applications, 10th edition, Angel, Abbott & Runde.  An etext version is included with the MyLab Math license for this class which may be purchased in the West Campus Bookstore or directly from Pearson Publishing.

ISBN: 1269446363
· Graphing Calculator (preferably a TI-84; must have Financial application.)
The calculator is a required element of the course. You should have your own and bring it with you to class every time we meet.  Borrowing and/or sharing a calculator is not sufficient to succeed in the course.
· Pencil/eraser.
All hand written assignments must be in pencil and easily legible in order to receive a grade. Stray marks, multiple answers, scribbling and/or illegible answers will be marked incorrect.
No Show Policy
In keeping with Valencia’s commitment to “starting right”, all students in this course are required to attend class during the first week of the term.  Students who do not attend at least one class meeting during the first week of the term may be withdrawn from the course.
Skills and Competencies
Valencia faculty members have defined four interrelated competencies (Value, Think, Communicate, and Act) that prepare students to succeed in the world community.  These competencies are outlined in further detail in the College Catalog.  In this course, through classroom lecture and discussion, group work, and other learning activities, you will further develop your mastery of these core competencies.

Course Learning Outcomes
· The student will learn that mathematics is an evolving discipline with new areas of study as well as new results and applications of older ideas.
· The student will learn to implement some of the fundamental methods of each of the areas of mathematics included.
· The student will learn how a variety of problems in society can be described mathematically, and that different methods can lead to different answers to a problem.
Resources
1. Your instructor is interested in your success in this class.  Please ask questions of him regularly!
1. Many students of College Mathematics find it extremely helpful to form study groups with their classmates.  This practice is highly recommended.
· The West Campus Math Center is in building 7, room 240.  It is open from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday, from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, and 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sunday.  There you will find Valencia math department staff, peer tutors, study rooms and other comfortable work areas for study group meetings, computer-based tools as available for your text, and support materials for check-out with your VCC identification card.
· Peer tutors in 7-240 are available for walk-in assistance, no appointment necessary. Tutors have been trained to use techniques that help you become an independent learner.  They have been instructed to guide you through the problem solving process and utilize the materials you have available through your course.  They may help you by asking open-ended questions, walking you through examples in your text, or (hopefully on rare occasions) using pencil and paper to show you how to solve a problem similar to one you are working on.  Since the tutors’ goal is to help you become an independent learner, they will let you do the work as much as possible.  The learning process requires a regular investment of your time, and patience is the key.  
1. You may wish to use MyLab Math independently as a tutorial or source of exercises.  Regular homework assignments and sample exercises are available along with tutorials.  If you intend to have homework count toward your overall grade you must utilize the MyLab Math software to receive credit.

Class Policies
[bookmark: Attendance]Academic Honesty
· You are expected to follow the instructions concerning collaboration and/or use of available aids on all graded assignments.  The professor reserves the right to determine appropriate penalties for cheating within Valencia’s policies, including, but not limited to, withdrawing you from the course.
Attendance
As per Valencia Community College District Board of Trustees Policy, regular attendance, on time, is expected of all students except in cases of illness or emergency.  Roll will be called at the beginning of each scheduled class period.  Students who do not respond verbally when their names are called will be marked absent.    
· It is disruptive to arrive or depart while class is in session.  You are expected to be in class on time, prepared to learn, and to remain in class for the entire period unless permission to leave early has been granted by the instructor.  Regardless, late arrival or early departure will be recorded as an absence.
· Dropping off your books or other personal items does not constitute be present.  You must be physically present and respond to roll call or you will be marked absent.  Similarly, answering roll call and subsequently leaving class to take care of personal business (e.g., going to the restroom or leaving to retrieve a calculator) will be recorded as an absence.  Please plan accordingly.
· On testing days, on time attendance is mandatory.  Students arriving late on testing days will be marked absent and will not be permitted to take the test.  During the test you will not be permitted to leave the classroom without first turning in your test.  Again, please plan accordingly.
· Students who accumulate five recorded absences and/or tardies (for any reason, excused or otherwise) prior to the withdrawal deadline will be withdrawn from the course for excessive absence. Students still enrolled in the class after the withdrawal deadline will receive a letter grade based on their overall performance in the course, regardless of the number of absences accumulated.  No student will be withdrawn after the withdrawal deadline.
· Students who do not take the Final Exam will receive an “F” for the course.  The last date of attendance will be reported for any student who withdraws from the course, is administratively withdrawn, or receives a final grade of “F” for the course.  In some instances, this may result in the student being required to repay unearned portions of financial aid he or she may have received.
· If you must be absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed by either contacting the instructor during announced office hours or by contacting another student.  You are responsible for any information and/or assignments given during class, whether you are present or not.
General Conduct 
· You are encouraged to actively participate and ask relevant questions during class.  Courtesy will be observed at all times.
· Hats and/or sunglasses are not permitted to be worn in class at any time.
· Your attitude will greatly affect your ability to succeed in this course.  It will also affect your classmates’ attitudes should you choose to participate in class discussions.  Always consider this carefully before you speak or act.
· Your instructor would like to reserve class time for discussion related to mathematics and the learning of mathematics.  If you would like to discuss your grade, course policies, or other topics, please visit the instructor during office hours.
· If your actions in class are deemed by your instructor to be disruptive, you will be asked to leave class immediately.  If you are ever asked to leave class, you may be permitted to return to future class meetings after consultation with your instructor outside of class.  You may also be required to arrange a conference with another college official before attending class again.
Electronics and Media 
Personal electronic devices disrupt your learning as well as the learning of other students.  Cell phones, tablets, smart watches, smart glasses and other electronic devices not directly related to the learning experience are not permitted to be on during class.  The only electronic device allowed is the required calculator.

· Students caught using electronic devices inappropriately in the classroom may be required to leave and not return until the next class meeting.  Should you be asked to leave you will be marked absent for that day.
· To avoid any confusion as to whether a violation has occurred, all devices should be powered off and stored in a backpack, purse or similar container during class time.  If you do not carry a suitable container the device should be powered off and stored in a pocket.   If a device is out, on your desk, on your seat or in your lap, or worn on your person (smart watches or smart glasses), then you are in violation of this policy and may be instructed to leave.
· Receiving incoming calls during class time is considered a violation of the policy.  You are responsible for completely silencing your devices in order to avoid the possibility of an infraction.
· Recording of any kind within the classroom is a violation of the privacy of both the instructor and your fellow students, and as such is expressly forbidden.  This includes still images as well as all manner of video and/or audio recording.  Violations of this policy are without the consent of the instructor and may be subject to civil and/or criminal prosecution.
· Egregious or persistent violations of these policies may result in the student being withdrawn from the course.
Homework
· Homework, including both reading and problem exercises, is required of all students.
· Students are encouraged to take advantage of the MyLab Math software available for this textbook.  Regular homework assignments and sample exercises are available along with tutorials
· The registration deadline for MyLab Math is March 22.  If you have not registered for the software by this deadline you may not be allowed to register and continue using MyLab Math this semester.
· Completion of homework on a regular basis is crucial to your success in this course.
· Problems from the text will be assigned for completion before each class meeting.  You are encouraged to seek assistance from the instructor if you encounter difficulties with the assigned problems.
· As a general rule, assignments will not be re-opened once the due date has passed.
Testing and Grading
We will cover four or five general topics in the course of the semester.  Each topic will have a test based on the textbook and classroom material presented.  These tests are typically 20 to 25 questions in length and are designed to gauge your overall knowledge of the relevant subject.
· Test dates will be announced in class at least one week prior to each test.  All students will take each test with their scheduled class at the appointed time.  You are responsible to be prepared for each test on the scheduled date.
· On testing days, on time attendance is mandatory.  Students arriving late on testing days will be marked absent and will not be permitted to take the test.  During the test you will not be permitted to leave the classroom without first turning in your test.  Please plan accordingly.
· You must complete each test within the time allotted during the class period.
· During a test backpacks, purses and other personal items must be stored on the floor beneath your seat.  The only items other than the test allowed on the desk are scratch paper (loose, unmarked), pencils, erasers and the required calculator.  Calculator covers should be stored with your personal items.
· During a test all testing items (especially your calculator!) should remain above your desk so as to be visible to the instructor at all times.  Repeated violations of this policy will be construed as cheating and will be dealt with accordingly.
· All materials in your work area during testing, including electronic memory, are subject to thorough and unannounced inspection by the instructor.
· Every test score will be used in the computation of your course grade.  There are no “dropped” test scores.
· If you are absent for one progress test, your score on the corresponding section of the final exam will be used in place of the missing progress test score for computation of your progress test average.  This is the only “make-up” available.
· If you are absent for more than one test, your accumulated absences will likely have threatened your academic progress to the point you are subject to administrative withdrawal from the course.  If you feel that extenuating circumstances should allow you to remain, then you should schedule a face-to-face conference with the professor to discuss your standing in the course.  In these situations the professor will consider the specific circumstances and make the final decision on a case by case basis.
· Partial credit on tests and assignments is sometimes given, when appropriate, solely at the discretion of the instructor.
· Grades will not be disclosed over the telephone or via e-mail; you must meet with the instructor if you wish to discuss your grade.
Important Dates
Withdrawal Deadline
The deadline for withdrawing from class with a grade of “W,” if you are eligible to do so, is March 22 for Full-Term classes.  After the deadline you will not be permitted to withdraw yourself from the class. If you do not withdraw and do not take the final exam, then you will receive a grade of “F.”
Any student still enrolled in the course after the withdrawal deadline will receive a letter grade based on their demonstrated understanding of the course content.  No one will receive a “W” after the deadline.
Florida Statute states that any person attempting a class for a third time may not withdraw from the class; the student must receive a grade of A – F.
College Closed
The College will be closed for holidays on January 21, February 15 and March 11-17.
Grades Available
Your Final grade will be posted in Atlas and will be viewable on April 30.
Course Content
The course will focus on four or five general topics in mathematics: Voting Methods, Apportionment, Graph Theory and Euler Circuits, Hamilton Circuits and Traveling Salesman Problems, and Financial Mathematics.  These topics are discussed in chapters 10, 13 and 14 of your required textbook.  Additional material may be provided in class to supplement the text.

Final Exam
A comprehensive Final Exam will be administered during the scheduled exam period.  This exam is mandatory.  Failure to take the exam will result in a failing grade for the course regardless of your class average prior to the exam.
Evaluation
Your grade will be based on your performance on the regular tests, worth 80% of the overall grade, along with a comprehensive Final Exam worth 20%.  Individual tests will be assigned letter grades and averaged using a standard 4-point scale:

	Grade
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Points
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0


The overall course grade will be assigned according to the following criteria:

1. Average 3.5 or better on selected course work.
1. Average 2.5 or better on selected coursework.
1. Average 1.5 or better on selected coursework.
1. Average 0.5 or better on selected coursework.

Special Accommodations:  Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class.  The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities (West Campus SSB 102, ext. 1523).
Disclaimer:	Changes in this syllabus, including the evaluation procedures, may be made at the discretion of the instructor.  Any necessary changes will be announced in class and this syllabus will be updated electronically and posted on Canvas.

