

Valencia College Course 

Syllabus - Freshman Composition I

Term 201910
Fall 2018

Instructor: William Luse

      Email: wluse@mail.valenciacollege.edu

      Dept. Phone: 407-299-5000 ext. 1313

Course Description: 

 
    This is a course in expository essay writing (5-6 paragraphs, 750-1,000 words)

 employing the traditional rhetorical forms. By session's end you will have produced a minimum of 6,000 words. There will also be an introduction to the research paper, which means that you will write one (2,000-3,000 words). In the gathering and documenting of internet sources, this assignment will also fulfill the course requirement that students demonstrate a basic 

competence in the use of computers. This course emphasizes clarity of central and support ideas, adequate development, logical organization, coherence, appropriate citing of primary and/or secondary sources, and grammatical and mechanical accuracy. It is a Gordon Rule course in which the student is required to demonstrate college-level writing skills through multiple assignments. A minimum grade of C is required if ENC 1101 is used to satisfy Gordon Rule and General Education Requirements.

            Grammar: There will also be some exercise work aimed toward the 

                              recognition and avoidance of major grammatical errors. The Student 

                              Support Center in 5-158 offers additional assistance in this area.

           [VC faculty has defined four inter-relational competencies (Think, Value, 

           Communicate, Act) that  prepare students to succeed in the world community. These

           competencies are outlined in the college catalog. In this course, through classroom

           activities, discussions, and speeches you will further your mastery of these core 

           competencies.] 

Prerequisites: 
   
A score of 103 on  the writing component of PERT, or equivalent score on other state-approved entry test, or minimum grade of C in ENC 0027 or minimum grade of C in ENC 0025C or EAP 1640C, and a score of 106 on the reading component of PERT, or equivalent score on other state-approved entry test or minimum grade of C in REA 0017C or EAP 1620C.  

Textbooks: 
75 Readings Plus. tenth Edition. Buscemi and Smith 
The Little Seagull Handbook, 3nd  edition.   Bullock and Weinberg 

You will also need a good dictionary. 

          Materials: 

All in-class essays will be written on 8 1/2 by 11 loose-leaf lined paper. The paper must

 be white, not yellow, purple, or any other color. Do not use legal notepads or turn in

 spiral notebook paper with torn fringes hanging. Use blue or black ink, and write on one

 side of the paper only. Typed essays must be double-spaced. Out of class essays should

be typed using a standard size font and style. Times New Roman 12, which is what you  

are reading right now, is a good one. Do not type on notebook paper. Do not hand in 

anything written in pencil. 
Late and Missing Assignments: 
               A paper is late if it is not on my desk at the beginning of the class for which it is due. If

          you will be absent on that day, you may turn it in early, not late. If you are absent on the

         day a paper is assigned, it is your responsibility to find out what happened. Exchange 

          phone numbers with a fellow student so that you can use each other as a resource. You can   

          also email one or more members of the class to find out what happened on the day you 

          were absent. You may email me in the case of emergency only.

              Permission to make up late work will be entirely at my discretion and handled on a  

          case-by-case basis, the operating principle being fairness to those students who complete

          assignments on time. The rule is that you have until the end of the day to turn in a late 

          paper without suffering a penalty. For late afternoon and evening students, you have until 

          noon the next day. After that the grade drops one level and continues to drop for each day

          that passes. This includes weekends, for that is time you have to work on the paper that

          other students didn't. You may turn in a late paper to the Communications Dept.

          secretary and tell her it’s for me. Or you may email a paper to my Outlook account to 

          prove that you have completed it on time. But you must still print it out and bring it to the   

         very next class. If you do not, the original grade penalty will apply. 

              Do not throwaway any assignments until the session is over. If a grade is missing from

          my book, you will be expected to produce the paper so that the grade may be entered. No

          assignment will be accepted after the last regular class meeting of the session, which

          occurs during the week prior to final exams.

              A note regarding Canvas: I use it primarily to email students and to post certain files, 

           including the syllabus (also available at Faculty Front Door). 

Attendance: 
         1. Roll will be taken at the beginning of each class . 

         2. After 3 absences, you will be sent an excessive absence notice. 

         3. A fourth absence will result in your being withdrawn from the course. 

         4. If you arrive late for class, it is your responsibility to come to me afterwards

             and make sure that you have been checked off on the roll. Arrive late twice

                        and you will be credited with an absence.
         5. Leave class at any time without permission, including the break during a night

             class, and you’re absent.

          Note: The Add/drop refund deadline is Sept. 4th. The withdrawal deadline is Nov.

           9th. Students who withdraw prior to this date will receive a W for the course. Only 

           a teacher can withdraw a student after the deadline, which I will do if you are in 

           violation of the attendance policy. You will receive a grade of F or W depending on

           the circumstances.          

Grading:

         Writing: 100%. All essays count equally, except for the Research Paper and the final exam,

         both of which count double. Graded grammar tests count as one essay. The final exam is an

         in-class essay. To prepare for it, you will write several during the course of the semester. 

         Failure to have a rough draft ready when assigned will result in a paper’s grade         

         dropping one level. To pass the course, you must complete all assignments – all of them -  

         including the final exam. 

         [To demonstrate competence with the basic use of computers, the College’s Freshman          

          Composition Course (ENC 1101) is designated to include a formal “computer-based”          

          learning activity. For this particular course the following assignment(s), assessment and             

          percentage of final grade protocols have been established:

                     -   use of the internet as a research tool, and use of a word processing program;

· which will be assessed on the basis of your ability to adhere to the rules of form given in this syllabus;

· the impact of  this adherence on any individual paper can range from 0 to 50% of the grade, depending on the number and nature of the violations.]       

         These percentages reflect an emphasis, not an immutable law. Because I want you to make

         the best grade possible (assuming a consistent effort on your part to improve), my   

         evaluation will lean toward what you can do at the end rather than the beginning. 
Plagiarism: 
        Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s words, ideas, pictures, designs, and/or intellectual

        property without the correct documentation and punctuation. Taking the words or ideas of

        another and passing them off as your own is stealing. Any evidence of it will result in an F

        for the assignment in question and possibly your being withdrawn from the course. 

Adherence to Form: 
1. Maintain one inch margins on both sides of the page and at the top and bottom. The first line of every paragraph should be indented 5 spaces. 

       2.   First page of all assignments: List your name, the date, and the assignment title in the

            upper right hand corner; put your name and a page number on all succeeding pages. 

       3.   Center the title on the top line of the first page. All essays must have a title except in-

             class essays. 

4. For out-of-class essays, staple the pages at home. Your teacher does not carry a stapler. For in-class essays, lay the pages flat; do not tear and fold one corner. 

       5.   Illegible essays will be returned unread. Hard-to-read essays will be graded according to 

            my powers of vision. I have a simple rule: if I can't read it, it's wrong. 

       6.   Reminder: use blue or black ink and write on one side of the paper only. 
More: 
       1. Always bring your textbooks, a notebook, and a pen to class. If in-class work is assigned,

          you will not be allowed to look on with, or borrow from, a neighbor.

       2. No smoking, food or drink in class. You may chew gum as long as you don't make big lip-

           smacking noises. 

       3. If you carry a cell phone or beeper, turn it off before entering class. If it happens more

           than once, you'll be counted absent. Do not use the phone during class. If I see it in your 

           hand after class has started, it is to be assumed that you are using it. Do not wear

           headphones in class – same penalty. If you carry a laptop, or any other sort of computing

           device, it is not to be open unless you have permission from the Office of Student 

           Disabilities. Electronic devices of any kind are absolutely forbidden, and if you are seen

           using one during an in-class essay or grammar test, your paper will be confiscated and the

           assignment in question will receive an F. From the College: Students with disabilities who

          qualify for academic accommodations must provide a Notification to Instructor (NTI) form 

          from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the 

          professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class; accommodations will not be 

          applied retroactively. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines ccommodations

         based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.

                      West Campus SSB, Rm. 102 Phone: 407-582-1523 Fax: 407-582-1326 

       4. Classroom etiquette: Use of foul or vulgar language in your papers or during class 

           discussions; rude or abusive behavior toward fellow classmates, or of any kind that

           otherwise disrupts the civilized atmosphere necessary to the educational task, will not be

           tolerated. You’ll be warned once; after that we’ll see about finding you an exit strategy.

          (Note: the definition of words like ‘foul’, ‘vulgar’, and ‘rude’ are not to be found in the 

           eye of the beholder, but in mine.)   

                       Valencia’s policy regarding classroom conduct can be found in the Student Handbook or at the 

                       following link: http://valenciacollege.edu/studentdev/CampusInformationServices.cfm 

                   5.This syllabus is subject to change as the instructor deems necessary.

From the College: Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work.  BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free face-to-face counseling is also available.
COMPOSITION STANDARDS FOR ESSAYS

CONTENT………………………………… 1. An acceptable subject

       





2. An introduction containing a thesis

    





    statement that suits the subject







3. A body that contains at least three 







    paragraphs developing the thesis 







    statement.







4. A conclusion that sums up the body







    and echoes the thesis.

PARAGRAPH CONTENT………………..   1. A topic sentence that is a product 

 





     of the thesis statement.






             2. Adequate details to develop the 







      topic sentence (usually contained







      in a minimum of five sentences, not






                  all of which are simple sentences).







  3. A clincher, or closing sentence,

 





      that sums up the body of the para-







      graph and echoes the topic sentence.

SENTENCE CONTENT……………………    A subject and a predicate arranged in a






                pattern that makes sense and is free from






                distracting grammatical errors.

GRAMMATICAL ERRORS: MAJOR…….     1. Sentence sense







     2. Sentence fragments







     3. Comma splices







     4. Fused (run-on) sentence







     5. Agreement (pronoun and subject-verb)







     6. Verb Forms







     7. Misplaced, ambiguous, and dangling







         Modifiers.

GRAMMATICAL ERRORS: MINOR………………… 1.  Manuscript form

(these remain minor as long as you don’t commit

too many of them.)



                   2.   Capitals

            3.   Italics 

            4.   Abbreviations and numbers

                                                                                                       5.   Commas

                                                                                                 6.   Semi-colons

            7.   Apostrophes

                                                                                                       8.    Quotations

            9.    Punctuation

          10.    Spelling

          11.    Good usage

          12.    Exactness

                                                                                                      13.    Wordiness

          14.    Omission

          15.    Unity

          16.    Prounoun reference

          17.    Parallelism

                                                                                                     18.    Variety

          19.    Subordination

          20.    Coherence

COURSE CALENDAR

(Subject to Change)

College Composition I

Valencia College

The following schedule is merely an approximation. To know what's going on, you have to be in class.

                              Reading and Grammar                                                     Essays         
 Week 1                        Diagnostic writing                                                         in-class

                                     "Behind the Formaldehyde Curtain" by                        sample

                                     Jessica Mitford (handout) 

                                     "The Spider and the Wasp" by Alexander 

                                     Petrunkevitch (handout) 

                                     Grammar: Elements of a Sentence, p. 314

                                     Fragments p. 317-20

                                     Do exercises (handout)

Week 2                         Splices and Run-ons, p. 320                                  Process Analysis                                                                                                                             

Week 3                         Model Paper                                                                 Research 

                                     Grammar: Modifiers, p. 370-75

Week 4                         Research thesis discussion

Week 5 & 6                   Model papers                                                                Comp/Cont.

                                      Grammar: S-V Agreement, p. 334-39

                                      “Grant and Lee: A study in contrasts”

                                      p. 194; “Two Views of the Mississippi”

                                      by Twain p. 199

Week 7 & 8                   “Shooting an Elephant” by Orwell p. 2

                                      “Salvation” by Hughes p. 10                                         Narration

                                      Grammar: Parallelism,  p. 345

Week  9                         Research Paper Conferences

Week 10                        Research Paper Due

Week 11                        “I Want a Wife” by Brady                                             Reaction

Week 12                        Grammar                                                                 In-class  essay                                                                                                                           

Week 13 & 14               Reseach re-writes due; prep for final exam

                                  -------------------------------

In-class essays will be assigned during the course of the session. The final exam will be 

administered in the classroom. The exact date and time can be found at the following link: http://valenciacollege.edu/calendar/FinalExam.cfm

More on the research paper: If you present a completed, typed rough draft (including works cited) at the time of your conference, and turn the paper in on time, you will be allowed to re-write it to raise the grade one level. Failure to meet either of the above conditions voids the opportunity to re-write. Because you are allowed to turn in as many rough drafts as you wish before the conference, no exceptions of any kind for any reason will be made. Prudent students will have turned in the final version even before the due date. You will also be able to re-write one other, and only one, out-of-class paper to the same effect. There are no re-writes for in-class essays. 

Valencia College, West Campus
Theme Grades for Enc 1101 and 1102
Grades on written work range from A to F. They are based on both content and form. The criteria for each grade are listed below. Your instructor assumes that you will do the assignment as instructed, and that when you choose your own topic, you will select one appropriate to exposition.
The A Theme 
1. has a clearly stated thesis, accurately written topic sentences that support the thesis, and sufficient fresh detail to support the topic sentences: 

2. is logical and generally thought-provoking; 

      3.   has clear and effective organization and appropriate transitional           

devices between paragraphs and between and within sentences; 

      4.   employs variety in length and structure of sentences; 

      5.   uses words correctly and avoids wordiness, jargon, pretentious

            diction and slang; 

 6.   is virtually free of errors in grammar, sentence structure,

      punctuation, and spelling, and of common weaknesses in writing

      (overuse of passive voice, shifts in focus, awkward phrasing, and

      other errors listed under *Weaknesses* below). 
The B Theme 
1. has a clearly stated thesis, topic sentences that support the thesis, and adequate details to support each topic sentence;    

      2.   is logical and occasionally thought-provoking; 

3. has clear and effective organization and appropriate transitional 

     devices between paragraphs and sentences; 

      4.  uses words acceptably without awkwardness or wordiness;  

      5.  uses appropriate coordination and subordination; 

      6.  is relatively free of errors in grammar (See 16 under A Theme.)
The C Theme 
      1. has a passable thesis, topic sentences that relate to the thesis

          and some detail to support each topic sentence;

      2. is logical but rarely thought-provoking:    

      3. has recognizable organizational pattern and overall coherence; 

     4. lacks accurate word choice and tends to be awkward or wordy; 

     5. lacks sentence variety;    

     6. contains occasional errors in grammar. (See #6 under A Theme.)
      The D Theme 
1. lacks a clear thesis or fails to develop the thesis it does have;is frequently illogical; 

2. lacks organization beyond an elementary level;

3. uses monotonous sentence structure and phrasing:

4. tends to prefer general to specific words; 

      5. contains frequent errors in grammar. (See #6 under the A Theme.) 
The F Theme
1. lacks a clear thesis, organization, and/or development;

      2.  is illogical;

      3.  fails to use specific words; frequently uses wrong words: 

      4.  uses elementary sentence structure: 

    5.  has frequent errors in grammar. (See #6 under the A Theme.)

Weaknesses characteristic of D and F writing: 
      1.  inaccurate word choice            
2. obscure or ambiguous phrasing 

3. unjustifiable sentence fragments    
4. run-on sentences 

      5. fused sentences 

    6. comma splices                     

    7. lack of subject-verb agreement

      8. lack of pronoun-antecedent agreement

      9. inappropriate shifts in tense, voice, mood, tone, etc.

    10. Misplaced modifiers

    11. misuse of common marks of punctuation 

    12. Inappropriate capitalization 

    13. Inconsistent numbering system

    14. excessive misspellings

    15. Uncoventional manuscript form

    16. illegible handwriting or careless typing

